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Representative of the President and Minister of Defence, Maj.-Gen. Bashir Magashi (retd.) (7th L); Senate Committee Chairman of Defence, Sen. Aliyu Wamakko (10th R); and Chief of Defence
Staff (CDS), Gen. Lucky Irabor (6th R); Chief of Army Staff (COAS), Maj.-Gen. Faruk Yahaya (COAS) (M) dignitaries and participants, during the 2021 Army Day celebration (NADCEL 2021)
lecture series and COAS commendation award ceremony in Abuja

Head of the Civil Service of the Federation, Dr. Folasade Yemi-Esan (M), inaugurating
the eighteen blocks of flat at Technocrats Court Estates under the Federal Integrated
Staff Housing (FISH) programme, Office of the Head of the Civil Service of the
Federation, Mararaba in Nassarawa State. With her is the Permanent Secretary,
Service Welfare office, Dr Evelyn Ngige

From second left: Gov. Nyesom Wike of Rivers State; Deputy Governor of Rivers State, Mrs Ipalibo HarryBanigo and Chairman of Peoples’ Democratic Party (PDP) in Rivers States, Amb. Desmond Akawor, during
the inauguration of the reconstruction of Government House Jetty Marine Base, at WaterFront in Port
Harcourt

From left: Chairman of the Senate Committee on Petroleum and Gas, Upstream, Sen. Bassey Akpan;
Managing Director/CEO of Total Upstream Companies in Nigeria, Mike Sangster; Principal Consultant/
CEO of Reservoir and Facilities Solutions Limited, Oluseyi Afolabi; Chairman/Managing Director of
Chevron Nigeria/Mid-Africa Business Unit, Richard Kennedy; Representative of the Chairman/Managing
Director of Mobil Producing Nigeria Unlimited, Oladotun Isiaka and Managing Director of Shell Petroleum
Development Company of Nigeria Limited, Osagie Okunbor, after a session discussion at the ongoing
Nigerian Oil and Gas Conference in Abuja

From left: Mr Vincent Ogwanighie; Mr Sonny Esiemokhai, Abuja Branch Secretary; Alhaji Muhammed
Otono; Chief Jacob Okhaishe, Abuja Branch Chairman; Hon. Johnson Oghuma, member representing Etsako
Fed. Constituency, HOR; Mr. David Agabi, National Sec. Gen; Mr. Sunny Uloko, Nat. Auditor, FPU and Mr.
Lawal Eghiebade, Asst Nat. Sec. Gen, FPU, at a thank-you-visit to Hon. Oghuma, recently for his immense
contributions to the development of the constituency, in his office at the National Assembly, Abuja

From left: Director/Chief Executive Officer, Department of Petroleum Resources (DPR)
Sarki Auwalu; Minister of State for Petroleum Resources, Timipre Sylva; Permanent
Secretary in the Ministry, Bala Nabasu; Group Managing Director of the NNPC,
Mele Kyari; Managing Director of TotalEnergies Nigeria, Michael Sangster; and Chief
Executive of National Petroleum Investment Management Services (NAPIMS), Bala
Wunti, during their tour of TotalEnergies exhibition stand at the Nigerian Oil and Gas
Conference in Abuja

From left: Minister of State for Works and Housing, Abubakar Aliyu; Minister of
Environment, Mohammed Mahmood-Abubakar; Minister of Works and Housing,
Babatunde Fashola and UN Deputy Secretary-General, Amina Muhammed,
during the inauguration of 1.52MWp/2.28MWh Solar Micro-Grid System and
Energy Retrofitting of the Federal Ministry of Works and Housing and Ministry of
Environment Headquarters in Abuja
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The Kaduna security challenge
Kaduna, the former political capital of
Northern Nigeria, is fast becoming a
recurrent metaphor for violence and
insecurity.

enough to spark off crises in the area.
There have been lingering disputes and
animosities, banditry and cattle rustling
there.’’

Banditry, Boko Haram insurgency, killings
and high level kidnappings have forged a
dangerous mix, making life a hell for citizens
of the state.

We note that the basis of the crisis between
the Southern Kaduna Peoples Union,
SOKAPU and Miyetti Allah can only be
resolved by continuous engagement in
conflict resolution. SOKAPU says it is
afraid of Islamisation. But in 2011, Fulani
herdsmen claimed that ‘hoodlums’ attacked
them in Zangon-Kataf when they went to
graze cattle.

Hundreds have been killed and it seems
many more will still fall until the culture of
impunity is ended in the state.
Hitherto, parties to the endless campaigns
of violence - the Muslim northern part (the
Hausa-Fulani) and the Christian south - had
been taking their turns to spew violence,
depending on which group was in power.
Now, it is an era for bandits, kidnappers,
rustlers and insurgents. They are the lords
of the manor keeping the security agents
busy. Just a few days ago, bandits re-enacted
their nefarious acts in Zaria were they
kidnapped a lecturer and his wife.
We really think that there is more than
meets the eye in the prosecution of the
war against criminals in a state that is very
prone to conflicts.
The spectre of impunity was traced to the
Babangida regime in 1992 when widespread
violence threw up some generals as
armourers of militia in Zangon-Kataf in
southern Kaduna, which left hundreds dead.
A general was sentenced to death, but
the conviction was upturned later. It now
remained a matter of conjecture who will
bell the cat to start a punitive campaign
against violent criminals in the state.
After a series of attacks perpetrated in eight
local governments – Igabi, Chikun, Birnin
Gwari, Kauru, Zangon Kataf and Zaria bandits and ‘gunmen’ were officially blamed
for the violence.
At the end, state Commissioner for Internal
Security and Home Affairs, Samuel
Aruwan, unveiled the contents of a 2020
annual security report which declared that
937 persons were killed in the 23 local
governments of the state from the previous
year.
And there are strong indications that the
insecurity issues in Kaduna are not limited
to one ethnic or religious group.
This much was noted by the commander
of Operation Safe Haven, Maj.-Gen
Chukwuemeka Okonkwo, who stated that
the activities of criminal elements were
pervasive on both sides - the natives and
Fulani herdsmen.
The commander said, “Any incident is

He recommended that compensation should
be paid to the Fulani herdsmen “who suffered
incalculable loss done to them during the
post-election crisis’’, stoking a revenge which
have made the achievement impossible. This
gesture came just after the 2011 general
elections when a ‘son-of-the-soil’ Yakowa,
became the governor of the state.
In August 2020, the Kaduna State government
had also imposed curfew in Zangon Kataf and
Kauru local governments due to escalation of
tension.

They alleged that they sustained various
degrees of injury and raised the alarm on
how innocent travellers were waylaid and
killed by southern Kaduna militias based on
their ethnicity and faith.

In a 2013 report, Human Rights Watch
examined major incidents of sectarian and
inter-communal violence which had killed
thousands in northern, southern, and central
Kaduna between 1987 and 2013.

It is hard to understand why insecurity is
pervasive in a state such as Kaduna, with all
the security architecture there.

It said the deadly attacks in the restive state
had brought the seemingly never-ending cycle
of communal violence and impunity in the
state back into focus.

This is the home to the largest military
formations in the country: One Mechanised
Division; Army Depot; Command and Staff
College, Jaji; NAF Base, among many other
police and paramilitary organisations.
Kaduna is also home to a lot of tested
military officers, retired bureaucrats and
technocrats, many of whom have made the
capital city their homes.

We commend the United Nations Organisation
(UNO) for coming into the picture of the ugly
things happening in Kaduna. UN Secretary
General, Antonio Guterres, in a statement
issued by his spokesperson, Stephane
Dujarric, expressed concern over the
abduction of Bethel Baptist High School, as
well as hospital employees in two separate
incidents in the state on July 5.

Governor Nasir el-Rufai has a good point
when he noted that “peace can reign in
southern Kaduna only if people agree to live
in peace and harmony.’’

He also condemned frequent kidnappings
of schoolchildren and other ‘soft targets’ in
the country, calling for the prosecution of
criminals.

No doubt, the inability of the government
to prosecute those found wanting in the
endless trap of killings in Kaduna has been
compounding terrorism in the state.

The situation in Kaduna is tragic. Killings
there have been attributed to “the indifference
and prevarication of state actors at both state
and federal levels, who exhibit criminal
negligence instead of being proactive in
halting carnages.’’

Perhaps it is time also to learn from the
gesture of the late Governor Patrick Yakowa
after the Fulani accused the natives of
attack on grazing. In order to douse tension,
Yakowa had set up a committee to find
out the remote causes of the post-election
violence in the state in 2011.

It is hard to
understand why
insecurity is pervasive
in a state such as
Kaduna, with all the
security architecture
there.

The poor approach to the crisis was amplified
by the alleged payment of some ransom to the
herdsmen by the Kaduna State government.
SOKAPU had demanded to know the identity
of the Fulani herdsmen to whom ransom was
being paid, and the amount involved.
Previous recommendations should be looked
into, and lasting solution must be found.
Peacemakers like former Kaduna senator,
Shehu Sani, should be further encouraged.
We also recall that the senator currently
representing Kaduna South in the National
Assembly, Danjuma La’ah, said he had been
demoralised, adding that the governor was
‘not cooperating’ with him in his move to end
the killings.
That should stop.
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Rwanda deploys 1,000
soldiers in Mozambique

Aljazeera
wanda has started deploying 1,000-strong
forces to Mozambique to help it combat worsening violence in the gas-rich northern Cabo
Delgado province.

R

The announcement came after the 16-member
Southern African Development Community
(SADC) approved last month the deployment of
joint forces to help Mozambique respond to the
nearly four-year-old conflict, which has killed some
3,000 people and displaced almost 800,000, half of
whom are children.
The government in Kigali says deployment at the
request of the Mozambican authorities aimed at
restoring state control in the conflict-hit province.
Soldiers from Rwanda, which is not a member of
SADC, would fight alongside Mozambique’s forces
and SADC troops, the Rwandan government said
in a statement.
“The Rwandan contingent will support efforts to
restore Mozambican state authority by conducting
combat and security operations, as well as stabilisation and security-sector reform,” it added.
Rwandan defence forces spokesman Ronald
Rwivanga told Reuters news agency the new forces would have deployed in full by Saturday.
He said the Rwandan contingent was made up of
members of the police force and troops trained “to
deal with terrorism and security-related issues” in
Cabo Delgado.

IOL

Rwanda 1,000 soldiers

Alexandre Raymakers, Africa analyst at the United
Kingdom-based global risk consultancy Verisk Maplecroft, said he believes the Rwandan contingent
could be used to secure key liquefied natural gas
(LNG) sites in an effort to lure back international
investors. “The Rwandan security forces have developed a reputation for being a highly capable fighting force,” he said.
Attacks by an armed group known locally as al-Sha-

ANC meets NEC over volatile
situation after Zuma’s arrest

T

he ANC in KwaZulu-Natal says it is dealing with the situation in an NEC meeting
designed to specifically deal with developments in the province. Protests have erupted in
the province since last week Thursday, after former president Jacob Zuma went into custody at
the Estcourt Correctional Centre.
ANC KZN provincial chairperson Sihle Zikalala and
provincial secretary Mdumiseni Ntuli are expected
to give an update later on Saturday about the protest situation in the province. They are currently engaged in the National Executive Committee (NEC)
meeting of the ANC giving update on the situation.

through the Provincial Working Committee (PWC)
will happen tomorrow.
“There is nothing wrong in people protesting peacefully
wherever they are, let us understand that South Africa
is a democratic state with a constitution and all of us as
ANC members owe a greater responsibility to guarding
that constitution and the rule of law,” said Ntombela.
However, Ntombela said the judicial process is a
separate process from the ANC, citing that it is independent. KZN police spokesperson Brigadier Jay
Naicker confirmed that 27 suspects had been arrested and said more arrests are imminent,

Last night Zikalala called for calm in the province.
There has been unrest across the province which
started on Thursday and gained momentum yesterday resulting in the torching of 25 trucks and
an undisclosed number of vehicles.
The protesters are demanding that the former
president be released from the Estcourt Correctional facility where he is currently serving his 15
months sentence for contempt of court. The sporadic destruction has led to damage to infrastructure including roads which is suspected to cause
the province and companies millions of rands.
ANC KZN spokesperson Nhlakanipho Ntombela
said a clear program of engaging with structures

Zuma

bab, whose origins, analysts say, are steeped in
local political, religious and economic discontent,
have steadily increased in the Cabo Delgado province since October 2017.
The sophistication of the attacks has increased,
too. The fighters linked to ISIL (ISIS) have ransacked towns and gained control of key roadways,
destroying infrastructure and beheading civilians.
In some cases, they have forced locals into their
ranks or held them as sex slaves.

‘Egypt holds onto
legally-binding
agreement on dam’
Al-Awsat
resident Abdel Fattah El-Sisi has highlighted
Egypt’s unwavering stance in seeking a legally binding agreement on the huge dam
that Ethiopia is building on the Nile River. He said
that the deal should meet the interests of all parties and protect the historic water rights of the
two downstream countries – Egypt and Sudan.

P

Sisi made his stance during a phone conversation
with Tunisian President Kais Saied who affirmed
full support to everything that would preserve
Egypt’s water security. The phone call between
them came as the United Nations Security Council met to discuss the dispute on the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam (GERD).
Ethiopia’s prime minister sought to reassure
Egypt and Sudan that the filling of his country’s
massive new dam “will not inflict any significant
harm” on the two nations. Prime Minister Abiy
Ahmed explained in a tweet that “the Renaissance Dam can be a source of collaboration for
our three countries and beyond”.
A Council meeting was organized at the request of
Tunisia on behalf of Cairo and Khartoum. The Egyptian president thanked Tunisia to trying to break
the stalemate and supporting the Egyptian stance
with the aim of reaching a binding agreement on
the rules of filling and operation of the dam.

Newsworld
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Biden signs order to check
corporate abuses

Reuters
resident Joe Biden signed a sweeping executive order on Friday to promote more competition in the U.S. economy, urging agencies
to crack down on anti-competitive practices in sectors from agriculture to drugs and labour.

P

“Let me be very clear, capitalism without competition isn’t capitalism, it’s exploitation,” he said.
The White House says the rate of new business
formation has fallen by almost 50% since the 1970s
as large businesses make it harder for Americans
with good ideas to break into markets.

If fully implemented, the effort will help lower
Americans’ internet costs, allow for airline baggage fee refunds for delayed luggage, among other
steps. The order instructs antitrust agencies to
focus on labour, healthcare, technology and agriculture as they address a laundry list of issues that
have irritated consumers, and in the case of drug
prices, has bankrupted some.

Biden’s action goes after corporate monopolies
across a broad swath of industries, and includes
72 initiatives he wants more than a dozen federal
agencies to act on. Lower wages caused by lack
of competition are estimated to cost the median
American household $5,000 per year, according to
a White House fact sheet that cites research from
the American Economic Liberties Project - an influential Washington-based anti-monopoly group.

“No more tolerance of abusive actions by monopolies. No more bad mergers that lead to massive
layoffs, higher prices and fewer options for workers and consumers alike,” Biden said at a White
House signing ceremony.
The president noted areas where advocates feel
that prices are too high, wages are tamped down
or new businesses excluded from competition.

The initiatives will no doubt kick off a series of
fights with the affected industries. The powerful
U.S. Chamber of Commerce issued a statement saying the move “smacks of a ‘government knows best’
approach to managing the economy” and pledged to
“vigorously oppose calls for government-set prices,
onerous and legally questionable rulemakings, efforts to treat innovative industries as public utilities,
and the politicization of antitrust enforcement.”

China widens
clampdown on
overseas listings

Reuters
hina’s cyberspace regulator said on Saturday
any company with data for more than 1 million users must undergo a security review
before listing its shares overseas, broadening a
clampdown on its large “platform economy”.
The security review will put a focus on risks of
data being affected, controlled or manipulated by
foreign governments after overseas listings, the
Cyberspace Administration of China (CAC) said,
posting the proposed rules on its website.

C

China’s cyberspace regulators are imposing tighter
restrictions on data collection and data storage. Authorities are also more broadly pushing for companies to list domestically. Two new sets of rules, the
Data Security Law and the Personal Information Protection Law, which cover data storage and data privacy respectively, are set to go into effect this year.
The announcement will also require firms to submit
the IPO materials they plan to file for review.
The security review, according to the CAC, will
consider national security risks as “risk of supply chain interruption due to political, diplomatic,
trade and other factors,” and risk of key data “maliciously used by foreign governments after listing in
foreign countries.”

Biden signing the order

DW

Brexit: EU tells UK cost of divorce bill is ‘final’

T

he UK says the EU figure of €47.5 billion was
for its “own internal accounting” and does not
reflect money owed back to Britain. The European Commission said Friday that its calculation of
the Brexit divorce bill was “final.”
EU accounts published last month show that the
UK government owes the bloc €47.5 billion ($56.5
billion). A UK government spokesperson contradicted the EU figure, saying the bill for leaving the
EU was in fact between €41 billion and €45 billion.
The settlement is part of the UK’s withdrawal
agreement after it voted to leave the EU. European
Commission spokesman Balazs Ujvari said: “The
report is final and the calculations were made in
line with the withdrawal agreement.” It followed a
200-page annual accounts document published by
the EU on June 30.
Ujvari said the report stated that the sum was
“€47.5 billion, which the United Kingdom is going

to have to pay into the European Union budget over
the course of the next years.” However, he did say
that the UK paid the first instalment of that bill,
€6.8 billion, in full and on time in June.
The British government has committed to paying
its bill partly to contribute to pension funds but has
disagreed on the calculations over the final amount.
It follows a year of disagreements with the European Union that finally saw a deal wrapped up on
Christmas Eve last year.

A British official said: “The UK Government’s estimate of the value of the net financial settlement
remains in the central range of £35 to 39 billion
(€41 to 45 billion). “We do not recognise the figure
quoted by the EU for the Brexit bill.”
The UK spokesperson said the EU calculations
were “an estimate produced by the EU for its own
internal accounting purposes.” “It doesn’t, for instance, reflect money owed back to the UK, which
reduces the amount we pay,” the official claimed.
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Osinbajo poverty reduction panel
holds maiden meeting

T

he National Steering Committee (NSC) of the National Poverty Reduction with Growth
Strategy (NPRGS) chaired by Vice
President Yemi Osinbajo on Friday
at the Presidential Villa, Abuja, held
its inaugural meeting.
President Muhammadu Buhari on
June 22 inaugurated the committee
tasked with driving the target of lifting
100 million Nigerians out of poverty in
10 years. Osinbajo’s spokesman, in a
statement, said the vice president expressed optimism that the committee
would achieve rapid progress.

He cited the example of Bangladesh
where a poverty reduction strategy
was also implemented, adding that
the country’s manufacturing sector
was key. According to him, Bangladesh exports more garments than
Nigeria exports oil. “Countries that
have managed to get out of poverty
have created a lot of jobs through
industries, and they have developed
intentional strategies. “We must look
at what others have done, the smart
things that other people have done,
and adopt.

who fielded questions from State
House correspondents, said the essence of the committee was to take
100 million Nigerians out of poverty
in the next 10 years.
He said that having reviewed the Terms
of Reference (TOR), the Steering Committee constituted the technical working group and the National Social Protection Network and would resume its
meeting after the Sallah break.

Other members of the NSC in attendance included Gov. Kayode Fayemi
of Ekiti State, who is also Nigeria
Governors Forum Chairman and
Gov. Abdullahi Sule of Nasarawa, Gov. Babagana Zulum of Borno.

The vice president said plans to lift
100 million Nigerians out of poverty
in 10 years would not be based on
a business-as-usual approach, but a
very simple, common sense strategy
that would deliver results.
“In order not to make this merely another of those high-sounding committees
that eventually achieve nothing, we have
to be very intentional about our objectives and how to achieve them.
“I really want us to approach this
as much as possible, with common
sense, so that we are able to resolve
all the issues and focus on the real
progress. “I want us to look beyond all
of what we are going to be doing, there
is going to be a considerable amount of
paperwork, but a lot of common sense
is what grows economies.

T

T

Osinbajo

Strategy Officer said established economic, scientific and technical cooperation between Nigeria and Russia
would facilitate excellent opportunities. According to her, it will upscale
economic activities between both
countries for mutually beneficial relations.

She urged the Russian investors to
Akai, in statement in Abuja by Olay- take advantage of the opportunities
emi John-Mensah ACCI, Media/ of global economy with new frontiers for investment in e-commerce,
e-learning, e-medicine; logistics and
shipping, pharmaceuticals, housing
and agriculture.
She assured them of ACCI’s sustained efforts in collaborating with
governments in developing friendly
policies and initiatives to foster ease
of doing business and create an enabling environment for local and foreign investors.
Akai

WFA unveils
platforms to
improve brands
productivity

he World Federation of Advertisers (WFA) has launched three new
forums that aimed to assist global
and regional marketers to distribute
peer-to-peer learning on relevant issues
such as: marketing capabilities, agency
management and in-housing.

Chamber seeks stronger economic ties
between Nigeria, Russia

he Abuja Chamber of Commerce and Industry (ACCI) on
Friday called for deepened economic relationship between Russia
and Nigeria. The Director-General of
ACCI, Victoria Akai, made the call at
a business conference organised by
Moscow Chamber of Commerce and
Industry and NIDO Russia.

Loerke

In her presentation entitled, “Discovering the African Market: Nige-

ria as a Gateway to Africa, Prospect
of the Nigerian Market for Russian
business,” she was hopeful that the
outcomes of the deliberations would
be concretised by stakeholders with
implementable actions.
She said “Permit me to use this opportunity to invite Russian Companies who are into the Halal, Agric
and food packaging sectors to take
a stand at the Halal Expo Nigeria
holding from Sept. 14 to Sept. 16,
in Abuja.”
The DG also stated the areas of business opportunities to include; ICT
and telecommunications, Agric and
Agro allied sector, Solid minerals,
Security, Energy, oil and gas, Healthcare, Transport Marine exploration
and Aerospace. “These are opportunities to boost bilateral business cooperation across sectors; Take Housing and Construction for instance:
Nigeria currently has a housing deficit of over 17 million homes.

The federation announced that the
forum will be chaired by senior marketers from AB InBev, Reckitt and
Unilever. “The Agency Management
Forum will be headed up by Tammy
Hourigan, Global Agency Relations
Director at Unilever; The In-house
Forum will be led by Tracy Stallard,
Global VP, Experiential & In House
Agency (draft Line) at AB InBev while
the Marketing Capability Forum will
be chaired by Becky Verano, Global
Director of Marketing Operations and
Capabilities at Reckitt,” it stated.
Providing more detail, Chief Executive
Officer of WFA, Stephan Loerke said,
“We are delighted to expand our range
of specialist groups addressing major
challenges that many regional and global companies can struggle with.
In bringing our best-in-class peerto-peer learning environments to
these increasingly critical areas, we
hope to equip our members with
the knowledge they need to tackle
their individual challenges.”
Also speaking, Global Director of
Marketing Operations and Capabilities at Reckitt, Becky Verano, added,
“Recent tumultuous events have
highlighted areas where brands need
greater skills, notably around purpose
and D&I as well as the digital ecosystem and particularly ecommerce.
“The Marketing Capability Forum
will look to share learnings around
how you drive the data driven marketing agenda and enable a marketing culture for embracing diversity
and inclusion as well as measuring
the performance of engaging capability building programmes.”

Business
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Dangote tomato processing plant
performs below capacity – MD

Nairametrics
he 1,200 metric tons per day
Dangote Tomato Processing
Plant is currently running at just
20% capacity. This was disclosed by
the Managing Director of the plant,
Abdulkarim Kaita, in an interview
with Bloomberg.

T

Kaita said that the company seeks
to increase local tomato production
from farmers to boost its capacity,
adding that production has increased
since 2017 when it had to reduce operations due to pests destroying tomatoes and affecting production.
“We haven’t been able to process
enough quantity of tomato to make
our operations successful.

Now, we are counting losses. The
issue is that our production demand
has not been met so far and we
need to increase the volume of supply from the farmers, Most of the
tomato farmers live in remote villages and that makes it difficult for
vehicles to reach them,” Kaita said.
The company is now planning to
create farming clusters next harvest season and is relying on a proposal by the central bank to provide
credit to farmers to boost output.
“We’re optimistic that the 1,200-metric ton capacity production will be
achieved because every season is
a learning experience for us. The
move has helped to increase the
number of farmers to 6,000 from
1,000 in the last harvest season, but

supply still was just enough to meet
20% of the factory’s capacity. Each
farmer can produce at least 40 metric
tons a hectare,” he added.
Kaita went on to state that the plant currently processes 300 metric tons of tomatoes daily, the highest capacity it has
achieved since 2015. However, this is still
not enough as the overhead costs are still
the same as they would have been if the
plant was operating at full capacity.
Tomato processors also can’t import
the berry to make up for erratic local
supply as overseas purchase of the
fruit is barred by the Central Bank
of Nigeria, which refuses to provide
dollars for import. That policy is also
fuelling inflation, which accelerated to
22.28% in May, about a four-year high.

Dangote tomato plant

Customs generates N78.17bn
revenue at Onne Port

Nairametrics
he Nigeria Customs Service has
announced that its Area II Command, Onne Port in Rivers State
generated the sum of N78.17 billion
revenue between January and June
2021. This was disclosed in a statement by Mr Auwal Mohammed, the
Comptroller of Area II Onne Port
Command, in Port Harcourt on Friday, according to the News Agency of
Nigeria.

T

the command also made other very
laudable feats in export and anti-smuggling activities.
One of the feats was made in June
2020 with the generation of N14.55
billion which is an unprecedented
achievement in the history of the command,” he said. Mohammed said that
statistics from its export unit indicated
that goods worth N52.6 billion were
exported through the port between
January and June 2021. The goods

The Service said this was a 67.52%
increase compared to revenue of
N46.66 billion earned last year in the
same period. “The feat was achieved
through strict enforcement of fiscal
policies, uncompromising implementation of government directives and
diligent trade facilitation, among other
strategies.
Aside from improvement in the command’s comparative mid-year revenue
generation between 2020 and 2021,

Apapa port

include; sesame seeds, ginger, cocoa
beans, hibiscus, fluorite ore, lead ore,
palm kernel shell, cotton, float glass,
aluminium ingot, and many others.
“The total tonnage of the exported
goods stood at 331.36 tonnes with Free
on Board (FOB) value of $137.943 million. In addition, the command made
19 seizures totalling N8.299 million
Duty Paid Value (DPV) within the period under review,” he added.

Fashola

Fashola partners
finance ministry,
others to reduce
housing deficit

T

he Minister of Works and Housing, Mr Babatunde Fashola, says
his ministry is working with ministries of finance, budget and national
planning to lower interest and lending
rates to reduce housing deficit in the
country. Fashola made the assertion
at the third edition of Lafarge Africa
Plc Quarterly webinar – Concrete
Ideas. It is a platform for deliberation
on issues, policies and developments
shaping Nigeria’s construction, infrastructure and housing sectors.
The theme of the webinar was: “New
Solutions for Nigerian’s Urban Housing.” The minister, who spoke as the
Special Guest of Honour, said the government would ensure long term financing to reduce the housing deficit
in the country. He said housing was a
commodity, which the private sector
could leverage to increase their entrepreneurial skills to deliver. “I’m happy
to observe that in the last four years at
least, the footprints of private sector
in the real estate is increasing.
“What government can do to strengthen that space is to use its fiscal and
monetary policies muscles to make it
even more prolific to play by bringing
down the rates – interest and lending
rates. “Government should ensure long
tenure financing and these are conversations I’m having with my colleagues,
the Minister of Finance, budget and national planning,” he said. Fashola added
that houses of assemblies of states and
attorney generals must rise up and intervene on behalf of their residents by
way of rent control.
He noted that housing must be discussed along the terms of ownership
and rental. “Where you have people
asking citizens to pay three years’
rent in advance for salaries earned
monthly in arrears, there is a mismatch there; housing will never be
affordable and the bulk of property
do not belong to the government but
private citizens,” Fashola said.
He urged the attorney generals to get
creative through legislation to solve
the problem. According to him, Nigeria needs to redesign its building
method for those with economic power to demand and consume.
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2023 Presidency:
Battle for top job hots up

•Power must shift to South –Governors, Senators, stake
holders insist •You have to negotiate with us –North

From left: Governors Seyi Makinde, Oyo state; Douye Diri of Bayelsa; Ifeanyi Okowa of Delta; Emmanuel Udom of Akwa-Ibom; Dapo Abiodun of Ogun; Nyesom Wike of Rivers; Rotimi Akeredolu of
Ondo; Ifeanyi Ugwuayi of Enugu; Babajide Sanwo-Olu of Lagos; Kayode Fayemi of Ekiti; Gboyega Oyetola of Osun; Deputy Governors of Eboyi, Kelechi Igwe; Abia, Oko Chukwu; Imo, Placid Njoku,
and Edo, Phillip Shaibu, during the Southern Governors Forums meeting in Lagos

By Mudiaga Affe, Kassim Omomia, Andy
Asemota, Cajetan Mmuta and Idu Jude

T

he battle over who occupies the nation’s
numero uno seat in 2023 has continued
to heat up the polity, with many Nigerians
and groups taking divergent positions on the controversy.
Southern governors resurrected the ongoing
debate as they insist that the exalted position
should be occupied by a southerner in the next
dispensation.
Their position has, however, elicited a heated
response from some northerners who rejected
the idea.
Seventeen southern governors under the auspices of Southern Governors’ Forum (SGF) met
in Lagos last week, where they took this stand as
well as examined other national issues.
Speaking through the Ondo State Governor,
Rotimi Akeredolu, the forum reiterated its commitment to the politics of equity and fairness,
with a resolution that the next president must
come from the south.
But challenging the position of southern governors, the Coalition of Northern Groups (CNG),
through its spokesperson, Abdul-Azeez Suleiman, said there had been a conspiracy against
the North, in particular, to force a regional shift
of the Presidency in 2023 by whatever means
and tactics.
According to CNG, the governors’ resolutions
on 2023 have exposed “a deliberate attempt to
impose a contentious system of rotational presidency aimed at achieving dubious political goals
to weaken the North.

The North
would have
wished to rule
the country
perpetually,
alleging
that it is a
reflection of
the posture of
the Buhari-led
administration

so much because whatever they say is for the
“We categorically affirm that the North will not be betterment of the citizens of this great nation.”
stampeded or blackmailed into taking major deciThe apex Igbo socio-cultural organisation,
sions around rotating the presidency.
Ohanaeze Ndigbo, also commended the resolu“This conspiracy is actively perpetrated with the tion of southern governors, declaring that the
connivance of some northerners and accommodat- south should produce the next president.
ed by the personal ambition of a few of those that
present themselves as northern political leaders.
Its Publicity Secretary, Alex Ogbonnia, who
spoke to one of our correspondents, said the
“Inevitably, the immediate trigger to the Lagos resolution was in line with the country’s politipronouncements was the collaborative assurances cal dynamics.
by the former Borno State Governor, Kashim Shettima, and the Kaduna State Governor Nasir el-Rufai He stated that such thought was in tune with
given just two days earlier,’’ the statement added. the ‘gentleman agreement’ reached in 1996 between the north and south that power should
Southern stakeholders and the battle line rotate among the two zones in the spirit of eqA former Permanent Secretary in the Federal Capi- uity, fairness, and justice.
tal Territory (FCT), Abuja, Christian Ohaa, said
those criticising the call by the southern governors “I want to commend the southern governors
for power shift to the south in 2023 were merely for the kind of understanding existing among
overheating the polity.
them.
He added that the North would have wished to rule “If they had been able to navigate this kind of
the country perpetually, alleging that it is a reflec- unity before, some of the problems in the countion of the posture of the Buhari-led administration. try would have been solved because what had
existed in the past was a kind of divide and rule.
Ohaa said, “I wish to enumerate here some of the
things the country is missing for just refusing to “Ohanaeze welcomes the idea that the presidency be zoned to the south.It is a very good
adopt merit in the scheme of things.
idea, and it is in line with the political dynam‘’We prefer ethnicity to merit and we place religious ics of Nigeria. It was in 1996 that a gentleman
understanding was reached at the NUT Conferaffiliation ahead of economic development.
ence Centre in Abuja.The person who spoke for
“It is obvious that the south has educated and quali- the south then was the late Dr. Chuba Okadigbo
fied individuals who can take this country to greater and the spokesperson for the North was Alhaji
heights. But because of this common ideology that Abubakar Rimi.
certain ethnic groups could outshine the other if
given opportunity, that is why we are where we are “It was then agreed that power should shift to
today.
the south. And after that, it would go back to
the north, and that power should alternate or
“So, the southern governors have not even asked rotate between the north and the south. That
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2023 Presidency: Battle for top job hots up
One, it would be extremely difficult for the nation to tear
apart because of who becomes the leader in 2023.
“When Nigerians voted for Moshood Abiola, a southerner, against Bashir Tofa, a northerner, and Goodluck
Jonathan against Buhari in 2011, it became evident that
the nation was ripe to move forward from regional and
narrow religious prejudices and interests.”

Nalado-Daura

Nwokolo

was why the people who made major outings then were
Chief Olusegun Obasanjo and Dr. Alex Ekwueme.
“So, Ohanaeze is very much impressed with the southern governors for their understanding, and I am very
much confident that by the time they go back to the
drawing table, they will be able to resolve the 2023 issues and come out with a better deal.”
Special Adviser to the Anambra State Governor on
Political Matters, Ifeatu Obi-Okoye, said the southern
governors’ demand was part of the dynamics of politics
“because power is struggled for and nobody gives it to
the other”.
Obi-Okoye added, “When you look at it from the dichotomy of north and south, what we will have is after
one zone.The other zone will mount the saddle. Even at
that, there should also be sub-regional equity.
“But the whole thing does not end in merit. It is also a
horse-trading thing, and it is not a winner-takes-all politics.

Bamidele

Northern stakeholders divided
Kogi State Governor, Yahaya Bello, said the 1999 Constitution and that of the ruling All Progressives Congress
(APC) had no provision for the rotational presidency.
Besides, he added, rotating the presidency between the
north and the south over the years, had not solved the
problems of the regions.
The governor, who is also eyeing the presidential slot, said
Nigerians should be given the freewill to choose who their
leader should be in the next presidential election.
Bello said, “The Nigeria of today deserves the best. Nigeria is like a ship or flight that requires the best captain to
steer or lead the affairs to its desired destination.
“I have always asked this question; that there had been
rotation from the Peoples’ Democratic Party (PDP) all
this while, and what had been the result between then and
now?

But a former member of the House of Representatives
and chieftain of the APC, Lawal Nalado-Daura, said the
southern governors spoke for themselves, not their political parties.
Reiterating that there was nothing bad in zoning the
presidency to the south, Nalado-Daura added, “The political parties will strategise and see which section of the
country will be more favourable to choose their candidates to win the presidential election.
“I think it is a good idea to rotate this thing from the
north to the south. I agree with that.
“There is nothing bad in doing it. You know, some political parties will want to take advantage of zoning to field
candidates from the zones they feel will be more favourable to win the election.”
Southern lawmakers back govs
Meanwhile, senators and members of the House of Representatives from the southern part of the country also
supported the SGF’s resolutions on the rotation of the
presidency.

“However, nobody dashes you power; you must negotiate for power with all the capacities you have.”

“If zoning will solve our problem, as of the time Olusegun Obasanjo was President, all the problems of the south
should have been solved.

Speaking through Opeyemi Bamidele, the Chairman
of Southern Senators’ Forum, members of the Upper
House described the governors’ resolution as a novel
political decision.

Similarly, a former Minister of Aviation in the First
Republic, Mbazuluike Amaechi, said, “Everything they
(southern governors) resolved, I endorse it because it
was a pleasant surprise that they all had an agreement
on those points.

“As of when Musa Yar’Adua, of blessed memory, came
on board, the whole problem of the north should have
been solved, or when it returned to the south-south, the
problem of the Niger Delta or the south should have been
solved.

“As much as we believe that competence and not regionalism should be the watchword in who becomes the
president of any nation, we need to also be circumspect
of our ethnic and political pluralities and think of the
best way to further unite us.

“When it comes to the south now, they should arrange
for their internal meeting and then decide whether the
presidency should go to the South-East or South-West.

“And now we have President Muhammadu Buhari, it
means the problems of the north should have been solved.

“The events of the recent times where insecurity, secession agitations and others have further divided us
and become one reality staring all of us in the face, we
need to ruminate on how best to resolve these crises in
the interest of our nation.

“But, by rotation, it will come from South-East because
the South-West had taken its turn through Olusegun
Obasanjo; South-South through Goodluck Jonathan.”
For the South-West Agenda for Asiwaju 2023 (SWAGA),
the southern governors’ call was a boost to the country’s democracy.
National Chairman of SWAGA, Dayo Adeyeye, in a statement by his Media Manager, Gboyega Adeoye, said the
SGF’s resolution was a good step towards the unity of
the country, particularly at this time when the country
is being threatened by centrifugal forces.
Adeyeye said the decisions were apt, “not only for the
governors, but also for those rooting for a level-playing
ground among the three major zones of southern Nigeria to warm up to produce the next president of Nigeria.”
He said such an agreement among the governors would
douse the current tension raised against Nigeria’s democratic order by lingering ethnic violence across the
country.
A former governor of Osun State, Olagunsoye Oyinlola,
similarly supported the southern governors on the rotational presidency, saying inequality in the country had
made the call imperative.

“Even though most of these leaders have tried their best
under the circumstance that they found themselves in office, like what Mr President is doing today, is that the best
practice?
The Kogi governor said, “When we are talking about democracy, it is about numbers; let the majority be given the
free will to choose what they want, and not limit Nigerians
to whom they want to elect into offices.
“When you look at it, I think it is unconstitutional, not in
our party’s constitution. That is the APC. And it is not
there in the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999, as amended. We cannot be picking and choosing
when it suits us.”
Contributing, Islamic cleric, Sheikh Ahmad Gumi, warned
Nigerian politicians not to tear the country apart over who
becomes president in 2023.
He also cautioned that politicians were after their pecuniary interests, and not the people’s welfare, and had a way
of solving their differences.
Gumi, who spoke to one of our correspondents, said that
power rotation had become outdated when former President Goodluck Jonathan contested elections twice.
“In the realm of politics, Nigeria at 61 is an infant compared to the centuries’-old civilizations of other nations.

“Nigeria has never been this divided and the current
parlous situation that has pushed our country to the
verge of collapse necessitated the governors’ decisions
and it shouldn’t be seen from the narrow spectrum that
they were stoking the fire of disunity or promoting regionalism or ethnicity.
“Rotational Presidency will resolve most of the political
problems and would naturally ward off secession agenda being promoted by some individuals and groups”.
Also, the Chairman, Southern Caucus in the lower
house, Victor Nwokolo, said his colleagues supported
the resolution of the SGF.
According to the caucus, the resolution by the governors reinforces their stance, as federal lawmakers, that
the nation should exist on the pillars of justice, equity,
fairness, peaceful co-existence and mutual respect.
Nwokolo added,“We note that the demand that the next
President of Nigeria should come from the southern
region unambiguously represents the opinion of the
majority of Nigerians across board, in tandem with the
already established rotation of presidency position between southern and northern Nigeria”.
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Why repatriated artefacts should be
in palace custody –Oba of Benin

By Mudiaga Affe

return of the artefacts with the establishment of Trusts and the planned establishhe Oba of Benin, Ewuare II, has ment of an Edo Museum of West African
given reasons why the repatriated Arts (EMOWAA), was not part of the disartefacts from Europe should be cussion he had with the governor.
in the custody of the palace.
Those in attended the Oba’s briefing inHe said the people of the Benin King- cluded palace chiefs, heads of all the dukedom including himself and the entire doms in the kingdom, members of the
royal family would not accept the repa- royal family, Ohens (heads of shrines and
ration of the artefacts stolen from the priests), the Okhaegeles (representatives
palace during the 1897 invasion by the of the youths), and several Benin sons and
British to any other location except the daughters. He said he sensed that some
palace where they were looted from.
persons were trying to make money from
the exercise, adding that issues of the reSpeaking at a briefing in his palace on turn of the works were not controversial as
Friday, Oba Ewuare II said the initiative being portrayed.
of Governor Godwin Obaseki on the
“There is no controversy about this matter; it is a straightforward matter. I want
to correct that expression that there is a
controversy between the palace and state
government.
“Perhaps there is a breach in communica-

T

FG to ban
importation
of locomotive
parts

tion, there is a little bit of misunderstanding, not on our side, but on the
side of the state government of His Excellency Mr Godwin Obaseki, the governor, which I said we should pray for.

“The issue of EMOWAA is strange to
us that was not what I discussed with
Mr Governor from the beginning.
What I discussed with him was the Benin Royal Museum.
‘’If we are together now, I will remind him, I will ask him, what we
discussed that time. He cannot say
he discussed that with me. We don’t
know EMOWAA, we cannot deal with
EMOWAA. It is the Benin Royal Museum.”

‘’But if you go the demonic way, the
satan way, to be greedy and do the
wrong things, God will judge the person.”
In his speech which was earlier read
by the Iyase (Prime Minister) of Benin, Chief Sam Igbe, the Oba said
he had already established the Oba
Ewuare II Foundation and “has been
registered with the CAC and has
worked out a framework for not only
receiving the artefacts but also building a modern structure- The Benin
Royal Museum- within the precincts
of the palace and that land has been
secured for the building of the Benin
Royal Museum under the supervision
of the traditional institution.

T

he Minister of Transportation,
Rotimi Amaechi, has blamed the
frequent breakdown of the Kaduna-Abuja trains on factory error.
This is even as he said that efforts will
be doubled in ensuring that there will be
early completion of the local assembly
plant in Kajola Ogun State.

Speaking after a routine inspection of
the Lagos-Ibadan rail project in Lagos,
Amaechi assured that some spare parts
that are being expected for the LagosIbadan trains will be used for the Kaduna-Abuja train locomotives when they
arrive.
According to the Minister of Transportation, “After the last breakdown of the
Kaduna-Abuja train, I instructed the
Nigerian Railway Corporation (NRC)
to rest that particular locomotive. I am
surprised that there was a delay related
to another breakdown in the early hours
of today.
“The issue with the breakdown of the
Kaduna-Abuja train is down to lack of
maintenance which is attributable to lack
of spare parts from China. We have written to Mr President on this issue and he
has graciously approved the purchase of
spare parts for the Lagos-Ibadan trains.
And very soon, the manufacturer will supply us with enough spare parts for the Lagos-Ibadan rail. By the time they do that,
we will be forced to use some of these
spare parts for the Kaduna-Abuja trains
and hopefully, the issue of incessant
breakdown of the trains will be resolved.

“What I am saying here is peace, pray
for the governor, perhaps there are unscrupulous people. You know they say
money is the root of all evil.

‘’The information I am getting is a lot
and I don’t want to say it all here, but
the bottom line of it is that there seems
The Benin monarch cautioned against to be a monetary attraction, financial
money being the reason behind the attraction inside of these schemes and
everybody can still gain if you go the
differences.
right way and God will bless you.

By Idu Jude

The minister, also revealed that the Lagos-Ibadan trains which have remained
consistent since President Muhammadu
Buhari commissioned it has made a record 42,000 passengers in the month of
June 2021.

“Let those that have ears let them
hear. I have always made my position
clear, I am following my father’s footsteps, I am following my ancestors’
footsteps, it is not just only my cause,
it is not just only my statement, it is
the statement of the entire people.
“You cannot expect the artefacts to
go elsewhere other than where it was
taken from it is just a given. I think the
international community will be wise.

Vice President Yemi Osinbajo (r) presenting the Gombe Golden Medal in Ease of Doing Business
to the governor, Inuwa Yahaya, at the recent fourth MSME awards ceremony

“But for reasons best known to him,
the governor has gone against the understanding, given recent events.”

NERDC advocates review of curriculum

T

he Nigerian Educational Research and Development Council (NERDC) has called for the
review of the Senior Secondary School
curriculum in Nigeria.
The Executive Secretary of NERDC,
Prof. Ismail Junaidu, made the call on
Friday in Calabar at a one-day stakeholders’ dialogue for the South-South zone.
He said the dialogue was part of efforts
by the council to carry all stakeholders
along in order to ensure acceptable curriculum for the country.
He added that there was the need to restructure, realign and revise the present
curriculum which was introduced since
2011 to meet the current global developmental challenge.
“Ten years after the introduction of the
current SSE curriculum, you will agree
with me that, times have changed, the
world has moved on, new ideas have
been created, knowledge has advanced,
new goals have been set, new skills have

emerged, and new technologies have
been developed.
“The only way we can catch up with
these changes and create opportunities
for our children to acquire new skills
and competencies is to provide them
with the requisite learning experiences
through the revision of the curriculum,
” he said.
According to him, the goal of the council
is not only to develop a curriculum that
meets the needs of the present, but “one
that will as well enable us to create the
future that we desire as a people”.
The executive secretary said that the
council decided to engage stakeholders
in order to ensure that the new curriculum reflects the needs and aspirations of
all Nigerians
He added that participants were expected, at the end of the dialogue, to come
up with critical emerging issues that
the senior secondary school curriculum

should address.
Also speaking, Mr Castro Ezama, Special Adviser to Governor Ben Ayade
on Education, described the idea of
the review as a welcome development.
He said that for Nigeria to have quality and meaningful education, it has to
review her secondary education curriculum periodically.
“The bedrock of the society is quality education. The time to review the
secondary education curriculum is
now because if we get senior secondary school education right, we will get
our tertiary education back on track,
” he said.
One of the participants, Mr Alabo
Amuso, State Chairman of Parent
Teachers’ Association, said the dialogue would afford him and his counterparts the opportunity to make contributions on how to move secondary
school education forward.
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Kaduna: Echoes of a killing field

Inspector General of Police, Usman Alkali (M); Gov. Nasir El-Rufai of Kaduna State ( R); and
Commissioner of Police, Kaduna State Umar Muri, briefing newsmen at Government House,
during the IG’s visit to Kaduna

By Olusegun Olanrewaju

V

iolence in Kaduna State has always
nearly brought the ancient city to its
knees, but the security situation in
the state lately has been compounded by
increased banditry and kidnapping.

The latest of the crime is the abduction of
121 students of Bethel High School, Maraban Rido in Chikun Local Government
Area of the state. The bandits, who invaded
the school located on the Kaduna-Kachia
highway in the early hours last Monday,
also killed two security operatives.
The abduction has generated angry reactions by parents and even religious organisations, such as the Pentecostal Fellowship
of Nigeria (PFN) and Christian Association
of Nigeria (CAN), Kaduna State chapter,
which harped “on the urgent need to expose the attackers.”
The Baptist Church, which particularly
owns the school, has called for emergency
prayers in over 100 countries, even as the
abductors have urged parents and guardians to procure foodstuff for their children
or they be starved.
This is coming as some Kaduna residents
took to the streets last Thursday to protest
lack of security and regular abductions in
the state. Chanting slogans, the protesters
blocked a street, demanding peace.
One of the protesters claimed that no
fewer than 16 persons were kidnapped the
previous day.
“People are kidnapped inside town, not
inside the bush. We are still mourning the
Bethel school students and now this happened. What is happening? We want the
Kaduna State governor to talk to us.
“We don’t want bad government again.
Nobody wants bad government. We don’t
want them. They should bring back our
children”, the aggrieved protester said.
The timeline
For some years now, the state has been
a hotbed of violence that mainly erupted
from religious and ethnic profiling, as well
as all manner of nefarious criminal acts.
Thousands of people have either been
killed, maimed or displaced, and countless
homes razed or deserted. If it is not the
fight between the northern Hausa-Fulani

moslems against the Christian-populated
southerners of the state, it is challenge occasioned by the El-Zakzaky crisis, among others.
Despite the devastation caused by these attacks, the Kaduna State government and security operatives have been unable to put an
end to the hostility in the state.
The time-line of major attacks in the state
since 2014 has been quite revealing.
In March 2014, no fewer than 100 villagers
were killed in ethnicity-inspired clashes across
four communities of Manchok in Kaura Local
Government Area.
On January 2, 2015, it was still the turn of
Kaura Local Government Area, where gunmen attacked and killed the district head of
Zangang Atakar, Yohanna David Shinkut.
Less than three weeks after, precisely on
January 27, Kamanton chiefdom was attacked
and seven persons killed during a funeral in
Kafanchan Local Government Area in southern Kaduna.
October 16, 2016, gunmen believed to be Fulani herdsmen attacked Godogodo village in
Jama’a Local Government Area. The bandits
reportedly attacked a military checkpoint in
the area and unleashed mayhem on the village, killing over 40 persons.
A spate of attacks was visited on Christiandominated Kauru Local Government Area
in November 2016, leaving 45 dead and 120
houses, including eight churches, torched.
Gunmen struck in Goskan village in Kafanchan, in Jema’ah Local Government Area of
the state on Christmas Eve of 2016, killing
about five persons, mostly women. A part of
Goskan, about five kilometres away from Kafanchan, were razed too.
Again, on February 19, 2017, militia men, in
their hundreds, descended on Bakin Kogi in
the Kaninkon Chiefdom of Jema’a Local Government Area in southern Kaduna, razing
houses, killing seven people. They left scores
of people injured.
The next day, February 20, suspected Fulani gunmen reportedly killed 14 persons
in orchestrated attacks on Mifi and Ashim
villages in Attakad chiefdom of Kaura Local
Government Area. Women and children, aged
between eight and 73, were mowed down in
cold blood.

Security operatives hunting for bandits

Gunmen suspected to be herdsmen attacked Reports indicate that 178 persons were
Bakin Kogi, a village in Jama’a Local Govern- killed in seven months across southern Kament Area of the state on February 11, 2018 , duna between July 2 and 24, 2012.
killing four persons.
Last year, two police officers were kidAgain, six persons were feared killed by ban- napped in what was termed ‘distinct operadits in attacks on Bakin Kogi and Kaninkon tions’ in the state.
chiefdom in Jama’a Local Government Area
of the state. The two attacks were launched at In April and December 2019, no fewer
about 10am and 11am respectively.
than 35 persons were reportedly killed in
Kaduna by bandits.
On February 9, 2019, another six persons
were killed in attacks in the Ungwan Barde The same year, some 30 persons were kidarea, and the following day, 10 others, includ- napped in Rigasa part of the state capital
ing a pregnant woman, were killed in the same by bandits and taken to a nearby forest.
area.
On March 11, 2021, gunmen abducted 39
On February 26, 2019, 38 persons were killed students from the Federal College of Forand some 40 homes destroyed in attacks on estry Mechanization, Afaka.
the Karamai community in Maro, Kajuru.
The Greenfield University kidnapping took
Ungwan Barde village in Kajuru played host place on April 20, 2021, when 20 students
to another set of bandits on March 11, 2019. and two members of staff were kidnapped
Seventeen persons died and dozens of homes in Kasarami village, Chikun Local Governwere burnt.
ment Area, during an attack by suspected
bandits.
Also, 52 persons were killed and no fewer than
100 homes destroyed in attacks on Inkirimi Police authorities confirmed the abduction
and Dogonnoma villages in Maro, in the same and said the suspected bandits infiltrated
local government. Victims of the attack includ- the institution in large numbers and abed women and children.
ducted the students, while killing one member of staff.
On January 8, 2020, catholic seminarians- Michael Nnadi, Pius Kanwai, Peter Umenukor, The kidnappers demanded N800 million
and Stephen Amos were abducted by men ransom. Five of the students were later
dressed in military regalia. On February 1, shot dead when the ransom was not comNnadi was reported killed by his abductors.
ing. The crisis which followed peaked with
a call by an Islamic cleric, Sheik Ahmad
Also on that same day, the body of the wife of Gumi, justifying ransom payment to bana medical practitioner, Philip Ataga, who had dits in exchange for the kidnapped.
been abducted from her home in Juji, Chikun
Local Government Area on January 25 along A majority of them were released on May
with two of her three children, was found in 29, after over one month in captivity.
the bush along the Abuja-Kaduna Highway.
President Muhammadu Buhari described
The litany of atrocities by bandits continued the recurring incidents of kidnappings and
on March 16, 2020 when nine persons were killings in Kaduna State as “barbaric terror
killed and 30 homes destroyed, in an attack by attacks.”
suspected Fulani militia in southern Kaduna.
The victims included women and children.
After the forestry college kidnapping,
which ordeal lasted for about two months,
On May 13, 2020, five people were reported Governor Nasir el-Rufai repeatedly said his
killed and one injured as armed men attacked government would not negotiate with “banMakyali village in Kajuru Local Government dits” or pay ransoms.
Area.
The two major actors in the insecurity
Again, on May 25, suspected armed Fulani problem in the state, the socio-cultural umherdsmen attacked and killed no fewer than brella body of cattle breeders in Nigeria,
five villagers and displaced others in seven Miyetti Allah Cattle Breeders Association
communities situated in the Southern Kaduna of Nigeria (MACBAN) and Southern Kaduna Peoples Union (SOKAPU), will not
axis.
see any good thing in dialogue.
Kidnappings
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600 farmers to benefit from
FG’s potato programme

By Olusegun Olanrewaju
he Federal Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development
says that 600 potato farmers
in Niger will benefit from its potato
value chain development programme
(VCDP) for 2021 farming season.

T

Mr Adegoke Adedamola, Desk Officer, potato VCDP, Federal Ministry
of Agriculture and Rural Development, Abuja, disclosed this on Saturday in Minna, while inaugurating
this year’s distribution of agricultural
inputs to potato farmers.
“We have 600 potato farmers from Niger who will benefit from this federal
government’s gesture. “The farmers
will get two types of improved varieties of orange-fleshed sweet potato for
cultivation,” he said. Adedamola explained that 12,000 bundles of potato
stem cuttings would be distributed
equally farmers, both male and female.

“This will ensure that 300 female farmers and 300 male farmers benefit from
this arrangement,” he said. The official
said that the measure was to support
the adoption of vitamin A rich sweet
potato, which would help build people’s
immune system in the country.
Adedamola further said that potato
flour, a product of potato value chain,
could be used to bake cake, bread and
bean cake and make juice, among others. He assured the farmers that the
ministry would address challenges of
bad and incomplete stems.
Mr Ahmadu Zegi, Director, federal
ministry of agriculture and rural development in the state, advised the farmers to utilise the inputs to increase
food production in the state and the
country at large.
National President, Potato Farmers’
Association of Nigeria (PFAN), Mr
Daniel Okafor, who noticed some rotten and incomplete potato stems in

some bags, urged the ministry to work
with the contractor to replace them.
Okafor said that timely replacement
of the rotten and incomplete potato
stems would enable the farmers get
the required yield.
Earlier, Alhaji Shehu Galadima, State
Chairman, All Farmers’ Association of
Nigeria (AFAN), appealed for collaboration between government and farmers in order to ensure sustainability in
agriculture.
Galadima said that AFAN would ensure that the rotten and incomplete
potato stems were replaced only when
the farmers complained. He assured
that the inputs would be distributed to
the farmers equitably.
A potato farmer, Alhaji Ango Awwal,
who lauded the federal government
for the gesture, said that the farmers
would ensure sustainability in the cultivation of potatoes.

2021season:
Nasarawa
procures N102.6m
fertilizers

T

he Nasarawa State Government
has procured 38 trailers of fertilizers worth N102.6 million
and distributed to farmers for the
2021 farming season, the State Commissioner for Agriculture, Prof. Allahnana Otaki, said.

Otaki said that 13 local governments
and 18 development areas of the
state each got a trailer of the commodity. He said the aim of the exercise was to ensure food security and
the overall development of the state.
“This year, the State Government
was able to purchase 38 trailers of
fertilizes at N4,500 per bag and the
fertilizers were distributed to all the
local government and development
areas in the state.
” His Excellency, Gov. Abdullahi
Sule is very passionate about agriculture. He is committed to developing
the agriculture sector considering
its importance to human and societal development.
” We have launched the distribution
of both dry and wet seasons farm
inputs, in order to ensure bumper
harvest and by God’s grace, the
state will have a bumper harvest.”
Nasarawa State has one of the best
channels of distributing farm inputs
to farmers.
“We have Committees at the local
level comprising of the Local Government Chairmen, Supervisory
Councillors for Agriculture and traditional rulers, among others.” This
is to ensure that fertilizers and other
farm inputs get to the genuine farmers for optimal production,” he said.
The commissioner assured farmers
in the state of the government’s continued determination to continue to
invest more in the sector, in order to
ensure food sufficiency in the area.”

Potato farm land

I

IFAD to make Enugu hub of 2 staple crops – Coordinator

nternational Fund for Agricultural Development
(IFAD) says it is poised to make Enugu State a
hub of two major daily consumed staple crops
in the country. Dr Edward Isiwu, Enugu State Programme Coordinator of IFAD’s Value Chain Development Programme (VCDP), said this during a media parley in Enugu on Saturday.
Isiwu identified the two major crops as rice and vitamin-A rich cassava, adding that other value chain
addition and derivatives from the two crops would
also be made known to small-holder farmers.
He said that technically, the IFAD-VCDP programme would use transfer of best agronomy and
processing practices, market visibility/reach, extension services intervention and financial inclusion for farmers to achieve the target.
According to him, IFAD-VCDP will first make the
state sufficient in the crops and lift thousands of
small-holder farmers out of hunger and poverty

through best modern agricultural practices.
“Basically, IFAD-VCDP is targeting small-holder
farmers belonging to farming organisations / cooperatives (mostly women and youths), having less
than five hectares of farmlands for rice and cassava
production.
“We are currently in nine states of the federation
and Enugu State is among three states recently
added to the programme. “In Enugu State, we
have selected five pilot council areas, based on established criteria, mapped out by the designers of
IFAD-VCDP programme.

“The pilot council areas, producing these two crops,
included: Aninri, Isi uzo and Nkanu East (for rice
production and value chain addition) and, Enugu
East and Udenu (for cassava production and value
chain addition).
“We introduce and provide them with best agrono-

my practices, climate smart agriculture and other
basic farm business knowledge at the group/organisational training or workshop level.
“Then we follow them to the farms by providing
matching grant support for high-yielding and weather-friendly seedlings and agro-inputs that will increase the tonnes per hectare to about an additional 2.5 tonnes of any given rice or cassava farmland.
The coordinator said that the IFAD-VCDP programme
kicked-off in the state in the last quarters of 2020, adding that it had been able to engage 104 small-holder
farmers in the dry season between 2020/2021 farming period, especially in rice production.
According to him, the IFAD-VCDP dry season farming recorded huge success in the state.
“The yield of the small-holder farmers, who previously got 2.1 tonnes per hectare (a hectare is about
the size of a football field), ended up harvesting between 4.5 and 4.7 tonnes per hectare of farmland.
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Kaduna:
The siege

•As bandits, Boko Haram,
kidnappers make life hell
for the citizens
By Mudiaga Affe, Kassim Omomia, Ben
Ogbemudia, Andy Asemota, Idu Jude
and David Lawani

F

or many residents of Kaduna, siege seems
to be the apt word to now describe the state
with the sobriquet, Centre of Learning.

With the unending menace of banditry and kidnapping, among other criminal activities, life in
the 54-year-old state has since become hellish.
Indeed, the latest of the evildoing, the kidnap
of scores of students from Bethel Baptist High
School, Damishi, attests to perpetual security
threat criminal elements have laid siege to the
state.
No fewer than 140 students of the school were
last Monday whisked away by abductors who curiously are demanding foodstuff before they engage
in any form of negotiation.
The abductors’ food demands include 30 bags of
rice, 20 bags of beans, 15 jerry cans of palm oil,
20 cartons of maggi (seasoning) and 10 bags of
salt.
Gunmen had the previous day stormed the National Tuberculosis and Leprosy Centre, Zaria,
taking as their prey eight persons, including two
nurses and one-year-old baby.
The state governed by Nasir el-rufai has lately witnessed increased spate of abductions, especially
in schools. Still fresh in mind are the abductions
of students and teachers from the College of Forestry Mechanisation, Afaka; the Greenfield University, and the Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria.
For instance, parents and authorities of the
Greenfield University, where no fewer than 20
students were kidnapped, paid hundreds of millions of naira, even as their abductors eventually
killed three of the students.
The unending kidnappings and bloodbaths, which
seemed to be overwhelming the government,
have drawn the ire of some Nigerians who think
fresh measures should be adopted to win the war,
not just in Kaduna, but across the country.

Many
parents
have lost
their loved
ones due to
el-Rufai’s
position and
this may
be because
no children
of the elite
have been
involved.

A professor in the Faculty of Law, Ahmadu Bello
University, Zaria, Yusuf Dankofa; President, African Council on Narcotics, Rekpene Bassey; a former representative of Kaduna Central in the eighth
Senate, Senator Shehu Sani; a serving member of
the House of Representatives from Kaduna State,
Garba Datti, among prominent Nigerians,who have
bemoaned the situation.

a particular part of the state you govern within
one week, you never bothered to visit that area
to commiserate with the people and find a lasting
solution. There is no single condemnation of the
dastardly act.

“Imagine that over 50 persons have been killed in

Continues on Page 18

“It is on record that el-Rufai has a strong disdain
for the people of Southern Kaduna to the extent
that they don’t trust him any longer. At any given
Former Senator Sani, while lamenting the killings opportunity, instead of correcting that informaand kidnappings, said the governor owed the people tion, he keeps reinforcing it out rightly. More so,
of the state some explanations.
whenever there is an attack in Southern Kaduna,
the present government even at the federal level
He said, “As of today, Kaduna has the highest kid- turns a blind eye.”
napping cases. More painful, is that the governor
made things worse by encouraging parents and state Similarly, Sunday Abdul, a lecturer in the Departgovernment to pay ransoms for the release of their ment of Languages, Kaduna State University
children and this has made the situation of the chil- said, “It is looking increasingly like the governor
dren in captivity a pitiable one.
is losing control of the situation or has one way or
the other contributed to the problems.
“Many parents have lost their loved ones due to elRufai’s position and this may be because no children “Even performing religious obligations is becomof the elite have been involved. Recently, Governor ing difficult as places of worship are routinely tarel-Rufai withdrew his child from a public school for geted, burnt, and destroyed with attendant loss
the fear of kidnapping. If the Chief Security Officer of lives. The Kaduna-Abuja Road, Kaduna-Kachia
of the state can do this, indeed the less privileged Road, Kaduna-Zaria Road, Kaduna-Birnin Gwari
are doomed in the state.
Road are all under siege of bandits and kidnappers.
“People no longer go to farms and markets. Schools
now close down permanently. And I think that this is “Businesses are daily relocating from Kaduna.
the wishes of the All Progressives Congress-led gov- Residents are helpless and go about their lives
ernment because if it is not, the government should with trepidation. In all of these, governance is abhave done something. After all, I have seen other sent as the governor operates the state as a onegovernors who face similar situations do something man affair.”
to curb or end the menace.
Also, the Founder of Peace Revival and ReconciliAlso, Datti, representing Sabon-Gari federal con- ation Foundation of Nigeria, Yohanna Buru, said
stituency in the House of Representatives, said, “We Kaduna State has been under siege and crisesnow wake up every day to hear of new people being ridden in the last 40 years.
kidnapped in the school environment. It has reached
disturbing levels that the authorities must, as a mat- Buru added that the situation has degenerated
ter of urgency, act before the communities are al- from the popular known, and often ethno-relilowed to be dragged into a state of anarchy.”
gious, communal clashes, farmers/Fulani herders’ conflicts, to kidnapping and banditry.
An Abuja-based lawyer from Southern Kaduna, Zayyad Danjuma, blamed the state government for the He stated that the insecurity in the state was
escalating banditry in the state, adding that the inter- becoming unsuitable for the people and sociovention by past governments showed genuine con- economic life, insisting that it was high time the
cern by taking steps to bring past crises to an end. government rose to the challenges.
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Negotiate with bandits, Gumi, others insist
tors (NARD), Aliyu Sokomba, advised the federal government to allow Nigerians to own guns to enable them to
check crime in their communities.
Stopping the citizens from owning guns, he added, was
fuelling banditry in Kaduna.
Sokomba said, “In my opinion, the spate of insecurity is
not only in Kaduna but also in the entire country. As far
as banditry and insecurity are concerned, the security apparatus in the country cannot protect the people. They
are overwhelmed. They don’t have enough weaponry.
They do not have the requisite skills. They don’t have the
technology to nip these issues in the bud.
Gumi

Bandits

Continued from page 15

According to him, the government may have been vocal
by updating the people about the numbers of those kidnapped and the rescue efforts, at times by the security
agencies.
“That does not matter to the people. What matters at this
critical moment for the state is how to secure Kaduna
and return it to the good,” he stressed.
Buru quoted one leader of the bandits he identified as
Bilabri, to have boasted some time ago that “as long as
they (bandits) don’t receive ransom, Kaduna State will
be a battleground.”
He added, “Since then, kidnapping has tripled with the
bandits often going to people’s houses to attack them and
collect a ransom.
He, therefore, urged the government of Governor el-Rufai
to go back to the drawing board by negotiating with the
bandits. “The government should collaborate with the
public, NGOs, and the security agencies to stop the killings now,” he stressed.
According to him, the bandits are ready to negotiate,
therefore the government should go to the round-table
with them and stop pretending.
Contributing, Dankofa said the rising spate of kidnappings was an indication that the state cannot curb the
menace.
Calling on both the state and the federal governments to
invest in technology, Dankofa charged security agencies
to take more proactive steps by deploying superior technological powers.
Dankofa said, “It also shows that the present leadership
cannot confront and address this issue. If the problem
is funding, why not address it. If it is human resources
within the security outfits, weed out those that cannot
work and bring in those who are nationalistic and patriotic enough.
“Already, these bandits have captured some councils in
the north and they are providing alternative government.
In other climes, this government would have crashed. We
Africans have continued to accept the absurd and it is
consuming all of us. In the United Kingdom, a minister
was caught romancing another woman, he resigned, let
alone on this issue that affects human lives and mass killings.
“The authorities need to spend money on technology to
address this issue. Like the SIM card registration that is
ongoing, CCTV installations across the state as well as air
surveillance. The security agencies will need to be proac-

tive because as it is now the government is helpless. You
cannot fight this kind of banditry without superior technological power.
“Although they are stressing on community policing, this
cannot work now because the communities have become
the victims. Government must wake up because welfare
and security are the basic essences of governance.”
Similarly, the President of the African Council on Narcotics,
Bassey, said the stand of el-Rufai against negotiation with
kidnappers was in the right direction, but efforts should be
made to combat the crime with superior technology.
Bassey said, “I have heard Governor Nasir el-Rufai say he
does not want to negotiate with kidnappers, I think it is a
right step. The option left to tackle this crime is the use of
security. It can be decisively dealt with by employing the
use of technology and structural measures.
“These kidnappers have been in contact with the parents
of their abductees with the use of mobile phones. The security agencies ought to have taken advantage of that to track
them. The fact that they use telephones means that half of
the problem is solved.
“Security operatives can track and locate them. And if you
can locate them, you can deal with them. But it looks as if
the government is handicapped over this matter. If you do
not want to encourage the payment of ransom, then deal
with them using the appropriate technology and security
structural measures to deal with them.
“Even if it means setting up a special anti-kidnapping tax
force nationally, it will be better. There is need for a combined team of security operatives that require special training to help deal with the situation. I think it will work. We
need to challenge our political will to be able to tackle some
of these criminal challenges.”
For a former member of the Katsina State House of Assembly, Usman Dalhatu, Nigeria’s security architecture lacked
the adequate manpower to deal with prevailing security
challenges.
Dalhatu, a lawyer said, “The Armed Forces and security
agencies are supposed to recruit quite a large number of
personnel. The country’s population is about 200 million
and we don’t have up to 500,000 military personnel. Again,
how many policemen do we have?
“We must endeavour to recruit more people into the police
and the armed forces. They must also acquire modern war
armament, maybe drones so that they will be able to monitor through satellite. This will help in no small measure
because there are some villages where the residents may
be subjected to attacks if they give information to relevant
authorities.”
Take up arms to protect yourselves- ex-NARD president
A former President, National Association of Resident Doc-

“The people doing these evil acts are capitalising on
these gaps. Even if you deploy the entire security in Kaduna, they cannot stop the banditry. This is so because
the bandits have a wide range of places to attack. They
can go to any school or place of their choice. You will not
be able to mobilize your security to all the places at the
same time.
“The only solution is to allow everybody to protect themselves. If the bandits have the slightest idea that people
are protected, they will tread with caution. If they know
that there is a sniper somewhere, they won’t go there.
Or someone they know is having his AK47, they won’t
bother.
“I know that it is a matter of time. I know we will get to
that point where people will be allowed to own guns legally. As it is now, the law of no weapon is only for people
who will not use it for criminal activity.”
Negotiate with bandits –Gumi
Meanwhile, Islamic cleric, Sheikh Ahmad Gumi, in his
contributions, insisted that dialogue was the needed elixir for checking the growing insecurity in Kaduna, and the
country at large.
According to Gumi, the insecurity in parts of the country,
particularly Kaduna, Zamfara, and Katsina states were
precarious and fluid.
It was time the authorities, he said, accepted that there
was an insurgency, lest the crisis would worsen.
Gumi posited, “No doubt the security situation in the
country and particularly Kaduna, Zamfara, and Katsina
have become precarious and fluid. So long we refused
to accept that there is an insurgency brewing we are far
from reaching an end to this unwarranted crisis.
“If we accept that there is ethnic and now an ideological
war going on in this region, we will better use the available opportunity of an open window before things get
messy. This window of dialogue with the stakeholders in
the conflict.
“We have witnessed how in past, the government dialogue with the Niger Delta militants and gave them amnesty and employed them to guard pipelines because of
the strategic importance of oil to the national economy.
Today, farming equally plays the same economic role or
even better as the continuation of the conflict will halt
farming and the subsequent food scarcity that will ensue.
“One advantage we still have is that the core hard-liners
among the militant herdsmen are ready for a dialogue.
We should not let this opportunity slip away”.
Efforts to speak with Governor el-Rufai through his
media aide, Muyiwa Adekeye proved abortive. Adekeye
neither picked his calls nor responded to a text message
sent to his telephone by one of our correspondents.
Meanwhile, over the weekend10 persons were reported
killed in Zangon Kataf and Chikun Local Government areas of Kaduna State.
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Should south produce president in 2023?
By Keturah Elijah and David Lawani
Yusuf Chiwar
Lawyer

Hope Alyze
Trader\ fashion Designer

T

I

hey have the right to express their opinion, but
their opinion is theirs. There is no place in the
constitution that a president must come from
a particular place in time. The governors have stated
their position, however, the final determiners are the
people. their opinions.

am happy that southern governors have taken
this decision. If a southerner wants to rule,
it will be good because they love extending
wealth. Using former President Goodluck Jonathan’s administration, as an example, you will discover that he did far better than the government
in power today.

The people will determine where the president will
come from through their votes. The issue of zoning
presidency either to the North or the South is only
in the party constitution not in Nigeria’s constitution.
So, for the southern governors, it is their opinion and
right to express their views.

His leadership was great, but people did not understand him because of the occasional killings
and bombings then. For some of these Northern
leaders, I do not even know what they do with the
power when they get it. Think of it: after ruling
for many years, states in the north have yet to
develop.

But what they should do is to look for a good candidate from the South and market him to Nigerians. If
Nigerians are comfortable with the candidate and de- Okovido
cide to vote for him that will be fine. The final arbiters
are the people.
Dr. John Okovido,
politician

W

e must first understand that in a democracy,
the decision of who leads the government at
any time is made by the people, and not politicians. The duty of the politicians is to present very
credible candidates who are honest, diligent, accountable, intelligent, forward looking, patriotic and hardworking. The so called zoning formula has no place
whatsoever in the country’s constitution.

You still see beggars everywhere in the north.
Again, northern leaders tend to like and work with
their people. Check our current security architecture, it is populated by northerners yet the zone
has remained the headquarters of banditry. But in
all, I look forward to having a good President from
the south in 2023.

The position of the southern governors is not only
mischievous and retrogressive, but also devoid of merit. It is a trick that projects mediocrity, indolence and
illegalities. The parties and the governors should focus on projecting the right and acceptable candidates
to the larger segment of society.
It is disappointing that governors will waste scarce
resources to meet and deliberate on divisive and backward issues that have no relevance to the well-being of
their people. Let us search for leaders who will serve
the generality of Nigerians and not the narrowed interests of a segment of the society”.

Mapurenso
Mapurenso Kpanpenso
You-tube Content Creator

D

emocracy is not about zoning. It is about
having the right political position at the
right time. I do not bother if we have someone from the south or north leading us.
All I want is someone who has a good heart and
has all the qualities of a good leader. Playing politics of region will not really harness the potentials
available in this country.
I support real democracy based on people’s
choice, not regional politics which ends up ruining millions of lives.
Odei Japthah
CEO Kabod Group

I

t is a welcome idea, one which is seasoned and should be worked upon
to ensure it becomes a reality. I like
the southern governors’ perspective
but I think that the final outcome will be
determined by the electorate. It also depends on the orientation given to voters.

Nnamdi Ezenwelu
Entrepreneur

Osang Godwin
Student

I

t does not matter at this point in Nigeria where
the president should come from. We need a president who will think of the present and the future.
We need a president that will listen to all. A president
that will attend to the plight that has befallen us.
I do not care who becomes the next president and
where he comes from or which religion but an educated person and one with a listening ear and focus
on taking Nigeria out of our current mess.

If they are taking it like a regional
thing, of course it will lead to violence
because some people might not agree
to the fact that these persons from a
certain region will rule them. They
will also agitate and bring their own
candidate. Technically, we need reorientation in this country; most of us
are being misguided.

Hope

P

ersonally, I do not have a problem with this.
But the question should not be about where
the President comes from but competency.
If the next President is competent and will share
that competency, he can come from anywhere.
Let us just pay our national debts and then throw
away the artificial borders. Let us return to the
pre-colonial or traditional borders and allow people
to rule themselves based on their culture. What
we want is competency and by extension a competent ruler.

Peter Kwaha
Traditional ruler

W

hat does southerner governors
mean by saying ‘MUST’. Using
must is a strong word. Does that
mean it is a do or die affair, or if the next
president comes from the North that there
will be war. Well for me,it does not matter if a President comes from the South

or North. It should not be a geo-political
thing. Nigeria is one. The big problem we
have in this country is ethnicity. You feel
your region is the best and that no other
region is better than your own. It is not
meant to be like that. We are born equal,
and we all have equal rights. We all are
equal before God. So, the President can
come from anywhere. What is paramount
for us is to have a competent leader.
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Senate approves FG’s bid for
N2.343trn from foreign bond issues

N

igeria is set to raise N2.343 trillion, about
$6.183 billion from the International Capital
Market through the issuance of Euro bonds.

Last week, the Senate approved the request of Present Muhammadu Buhari for a resolution authorising
the implementation of the new external borrowing
provided for in the 2021 budget of N13 trillion.

The Red Chamber
By Andy Asemota

Ripples over Lauretta
Onochie’s nomination
as INEC commissioner

The Chairman of the Senate Committee on Local
and Foreign Debts, Clifford Ordia (PDP, Edo Central), who presented the committee’s report on the
floor of the Red Legislative Chamber, said the president’s request was for the authorisation to raise $3
billion, but not more than $6.183 billion from multilateral, bilateral and international capital market to
part-finance the budget deficit in the 2021 Appropriation Act.

Senator Ordia explained that despite the concerns
of Nigerians about the level of sustainability and
servicing of the nation’s external borrowing, the
National Assembly had to pass deficit budget yearly
ine months after President Muhammad requiring the country to borrow to finance the defiBuhari nominated his Special Assistant on cit due to shortfall in annual revenues in relation to
Social Media, Lauretta Onochie and five oth- the need for rapid infrastructural and human develers for appointment as national commissioners of
the Independent National Electoral Commission
(INEC), mixed reactions have continued to trail her
nomination.

N

While the Peoples’ Democratic Party (PDP) passed
a damning verdict on Onochie, accusing her of being a member of the ruling All Progressives Congress (APC), contrary to Section 1(A) of the 1999
Constitution (as amended) prohibiting anyone holding membership of any political party from appointment in INEC, the nominee and APC argued that
she had ceased to be a member of the party.
The PDP faulted her nomination as not only illegal
but also a deliberate ploy of the APC-led administration to undermine the neutrality and independence
of INEC.
Ahead of last week’s screening of the nominees
by the Senate, the National Chairman of the PDP,
Uche Secondus, led a peaceful protest to the National Assembly about a fortnight ago to demand
the rejection of Onochie’s nomination as part of the
measures of the party to prevent APC from emasculating the nation’s election umpire.
At her screening by the Senate committee on
Thursday, former Deputy Senate President, Ike
Eleweremedu (PDP, Enugu West) and Senator
Istifanus Gyang (PDP, Plateau North), expressed
strong reservations over her nomination.

T

On his part, Senator Gyang tendered an affidavit deposed to by Onochie in the FCT High Court which
underlined her status as an APC member.
But the presidential aide fired back, affirming that
she had ceased to be a member of the APC, BSO,
or any political organisation since 2009.

opment.
He said multilateral and bilateral institutions operate on standard terms and conditions, and that Nigeria secures the best terms and conditions within
the context of the market.

. . .Okays N140bn aircraft
supplementary budget for NAF

he Federal Government has set aside a supplementary budget of N140 billion for the Nigeria
Air Force (NAF) to procure additional aircraft
in the 2021 approved last week by the Senate.

The report of the Senate Committee on Appropriation on the Supplementary Budget in the sum
of N982,729,695,343, representing an increment
of N86,887,229,426 above N895,842,465,917 proposed by President Muhammadu Buhari shows that
the air force is having the largest share of N240 billion of the Ministry of Defence supplementary appropriation for capital expenditure.
The Nigerian Army headquarters is to take N207.5
billion, followed by the Nigerian Navy with about
N157.8 billion.
The Defence Space Administration, as well as the
Office of the National Security Adviser (NSA) have
N43 billion and N17 billion respectively earmarked

For Ekweramadu, the letter written by Onochie to
the committee chairman, Sen. Michael Opeyemi
Bamidele (APC, Ekiti Central), suggests the nominee’s membership of the ruling party, adding that in
paragraph five of the letter, Onochie claimed “a register was opened and we all put down our names as
members of Buhari Support Organisation and APC.”

Sen. Ordia

for them.

The supplementary capital expenditures of Defence Intelligence Agency (DIA) and the Nigerian
Security and Civil Defence Corps (NSCDC) are put
at about N17 billion and N15 billion respectively
for 2021fiscal year, while the Federal Ministry of
Police Affairs, as well as police formations and commands, have N8.5 billion and N22.6 billion each.
The Senate also approved a projected recurrent
supplementary budget of N56.7 billion for the Ministry of Police Affairs; police formations and commands; defence headquarters; army headquarters;
navy, air force and NIA.
Further breakdown of the total aggregate expenditure of the affected ministries, departments and
agencies showed that, out of the estimated sum of
N982.7 billion, the Federal Ministry of Health will
receive N2.8 billion for modular laboratory equipment for select hospitals; N60.7 billion for COVID-19 vaccine procurement; and N6.7 billion for
procurement and installation of new oxygen plants
nationwide, including repairs of oxygen plants in
the Federal Capital Territory (FCT).
Presenting the report, the Chairman of the Senate Committee on Appropriation, Sen. Jibrin Barau
(APC, Kano), said the supplementary bill seeks to
make funds available for the procurement of equipment for the military; procurement and administration of COVID-19 vaccines, and provision of additional funds for public service wage adjustment to cater
for sundry wage related issues in some sectors.

Lawan

Sen. Barau noted that the sum of N45.6 billion required for COVID-19 vaccine programmes would be
sourced through the existing World Bank loan and
grants, while the balance of N37.9 billion would be
sourced from special reserve and levy accounts.
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Resign now, PDP Rep tells Secondus,
NWC members

T

hese are certainly not the best times for the
National Chairman of the Peoples Democratic Party (PDP), Prince Uche Secondus,
as another party member from Taraba State,
Kwewum Shawulu, has called for his resignation
from office. The lawmaker also urged the party’s
national working Committee (NWC) members to
resign from office

The Green Chamber
By Kassim Omomia

Reps mull 5%
revenue for
electricity generating Nigeria, Ghana move
communities
to end harassment of
Gbajabiamila

T

he House of Representatives is considering
providing five per cent from revenue generated from electricity to the benefit of the
power generating communities. A bill to that effect passed second reading at the House.
The bill seeks to amend the Electric Power Sector
Reforms Act 2005 to provide for the reservation
of five per cent of all revenue accruing from power
generated by power generating companies in Nigeria for the development of their host communities.
Sponsor of the bill and Chairman of the House
Committee on Defence, Babajinmi Benson, said
such law was not peculiar to Nigeria. He added
that providing certain funds for development of
host communities was a global best practice.

According to him, the funds are known as Trust
Funds and existed in countries such as Canada,
Namibia, United Kingdom, Kyrgyzstan, and
Ghana.” He said the funds were used to mitigate
the adverse effects on the environment, human
and aquatic lives on the communities hosting the
power generating stations all over the country.
Benson said, “The five per cent revenue shall be received, managed, and administered by a trustee to
be appointed by the GENCOs and representative
of the host communities, upon agreement between
the host communities and GENCOs on one part
and the trustee on the other part’, adding that the
purpose of the amendment was to lawfully provide
for the development of communities hosting power
generating companies across the country.

T

Shawulu’s call is coming a few months after a
member of the party Kassim Afegbua had accused
the national chairman of mismanaging the party
and demanded his prosecution and resignation.
In a letter dated July 6, 2021 and addressed to Secondus, Shawulu expressed disappointment at the
rate at which the PDP which ought to provide resolute opposition and an alternative was losing members to the ruling All Progressives Congress (APC) .
Recall that Governors David Umahi of Ebonyi,
Ben Ayade of Cross River and Bello Mattawale of
Zamfara and host of lawmakers have defected to
the ruling party.

Nigeria and Ghana have put in place a mechanism
to end the trade dispute between Nigerian traders
and the Ghanaian authorities, the Speakers of the
Parliaments of the two countries have said.
The dispute arose from the $1million participation
fee introduced by the Ghanaian authorities for foreigners transacting business in the country.

Shawulu’s letter to Secondus Titled ‘In the Interest of our Party, Democracy and the People of Nigeria: Time To Do The Needful’, reads, “Today,
not unexpectedly, four members of the House of
Representatives from Zamfara State denounced
the Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) and defected
to the ruling All Progressive Congress (APC). Unlike other times, when leaders of the party in the
House (both the Minority Caucus Leadership and
the House PDP Caucus Leadership), put up some
form of protest, not a whisper was heard, or a hand
raised in protest against the defection.”

Speaking at a briefing after a closed door diplomatic meeting in Abuja, Nigerian speaker, Femi
Gbajabiamila and his Ghanaian counterpart, Alban
Sumana Bagbin, said the trade dispute would soon
become history.

He recalled in the letter notable contributions and
the fulfilling stance of the ideals the national chairman promised to bring to bear on the party during his campaign which propelled support for his
candidature.

“We got assurance from both sides that the issue of
trade dispute will be a thing of the past. We are now
putting up a mechanism to make sure that these
issues don’t come up again in the future”, Bagbin
said. Earlier, Gbajabiamila said the meeting was a
successful one as issues of interest to both countries were discussed.

“...No one can doubt that you have made your contributions to the growth of the party. Sir not much
use will be served in going down memory lane on
the formation of the PDP, your contributions to
the party and the sacrifices you and other leaders
have made. Indeed, when the Governor of Rivers
State Nyesome Wike sought the support of members of the House of Representatives for your candidacy of the national chairmanship of the party,
he extolled your virtues of tenacity and commitment to the party and our hope, then, to win the
2019 elections.

Nigerian traders

“We have more or less concluded the roadmap to
achieve lasting solutions to the diplomatic issues
with our traders. “The issue with our traders and
the Ghanaian authorities has been addressed today.
The Minister of Trade and the Minister of State for
Foreign Affairs were at the meeting.
“There is a technical committee set up. They will
be going to Ghana next week to dot the ‘Is’ and
cross the ‘Ts’”, he said.

He said you were the most experienced and loyal
person who would commit everything to the success of the party. Indeed, and according to him,
the relentless pursuit of success would be the
guide of your actions”, he said.

Electoral act amendment bill not altered – Gbajabiamila

he Speaker of the House of Representatives,
Femi Gbajabiamila, says that no portion of the
Electoral Act Amendment Bill has been altered.
He said such news making the rounds of any possible
alteration was baseless and should be disregarded.

ents had intimated him of the disturbing news,
queries over the action of the lawmakers (that
the bill had been tampered with) which he had to
bring to the floor of the House to be addressed.

Gbajabiamila made the clarification when responding to a ‘Point of Order’ raised by Ugonna Ozurigbo over speculations about a secret amendment of
section 50(2) of the Electoral Act Amendment Bill
by members of the National Assembly.

But addressing the concerns, the Speaker explained
that such stories did not require responses because
they were baseless. He, however, said for the sensitivity of the issue, the report had not been submitted to the House for consideration by the committee
saddled with the responsibility of working on it.

Ozurigbo had raised the ‘Order’ that his constitu-

“The committee that was given assignment will

submit its report and the House will deliberate
and consider it. “I don’t believe such thing exist,
there is no alteration, and it is only the authentic
report that will be submitted. “I asked the chairman about it because I also heard of it and he said
nothing of such happened”, the Speaker added.
Reports had it last week that some sensitive portions of Electoral Amendment Bill, like the section
that deals with transmitting election results electronically has been expunged, among other key
reforms that would have improved our electoral
process such that elections are won at the ballot.
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How lack of sleep strains relationships
Sleep Disorders And Mood Changes
How lack of sleep strains a relationship is
often felt when you become aggressive and
unable to cope with life’s ups and downs. For
example, patients with sleep disorders often
talk about mood changes such as increased
irritability. Therefore, these mood changes
often impact relations with spouses, children,
and friends.

By Indulge
Great Relationship Is Great Health
ow lack of sleep strains relationships explains
how prolonged sleep loss can put pressure on
your family, sex, work, and social lives. When
you have trouble sleeping, you become overly sensitive
to things that may disturb your sleep. Besides one important thing that can interrupt your sleep is your partner or spouse. The solution is not separate bedrooms,
as this is not good for your marriage.

H

A good case is when you as a parent do not get
enough sleep and worry about spending insufficient time with your children. Or not engaging adequately with them because of fatigue.
Regrettably, the time of day when your mood
gets worse maybe when your children return
from school. Or perhaps when you have alone
time with your spouse in the evening. So, as
you are gradually sleep-deprived, you suffer
from tiredness either late in the afternoon or
evening. Also, you become more susceptible
to tension, anxiety, and stress during those times.
Thus, if you are unable to fall asleep or stay asleep, long enough to be rested, you are likely to have a difficult time dealing with even minor stress. Or
find it hard to relate to other people in social and work settings than those
who had restful sleep. Conclusively, people with insomnia generally have a
lower quality of life than people who do not have sleep problems.

Sleep loss impairs attention, alertness,
concentration, memory, reasoning,
problem-solving, and response time. In
other words, it can wreak havoc on work
performance. Also when you add these
symptoms to mood problems, work relationships can dive.
Lowers productivity
People are often concerned about their
lowered productivity and their boss or
co-workers taking notice of it. Moreover,
the effects of loss of sleep on moods, like
increased irritability or frustration, can
impact work relationships
Impairs attention and focus
Sleep loss impairs attention, alertness,
concentration, memory, reasoning,
problem-solving, and response time. In
other words, it can wreak havoc on work
performance. Also when you add these
symptoms to mood problems, work relationships can dive.

Read here how lack of sleep strains relationships. And
why talking with your doctor may help give you the
needed spouse sleep therapy to make your night blissful.

Great Relationship Is Great Health
How lack of sleep strains relationships explains how
prolonged sleep loss can put pressure on your family,
sex, work, and social lives. When you have trouble sleeping, you become overly sensitive to things that may disturb your sleep. Besides one important thing that can
interrupt your sleep is your partner or spouse. The solution is not separate bedrooms, as this is not good for
your marriage.
Read here how lack of sleep strains relationships. And
why talking with your doctor may help give you the
needed spouse sleep therapy to make your night blissful.

Impairs attention and focus

5 Ways Lack of Sleep Affects Social Life
How lack of sleep strains relationships also manifests
when people with insomnia are less likely to engage in
social activities. According to a study conducted, people
with insomnia and other sleep disorders are three times
as likely as others to avoid leisure activities because of
tiredness. Find below other ways lack of sleep may affect
your social life:
Triggers social withdrawal
People will say they avoid evening social engagements because they are concerned that it will disrupt their sleep
schedule.
Hence,
they begin to accommodate their sleep
loss by rearranging
or avoiding activities.
But, this social withdrawal may partly be
because people who
are sleep deprived get
less enjoyment out of
life in general.
Impact Of Sleep Apnea On
Men’s Libido
Health Problems Can Disrupt Your
Sleep
Sleep apnea is the inability to breathe
properly during sleep. As such, men
with obstructive sleep apnea (OSA)
often report low libidos and sexual
activity. The reason may be because
OSA is linked with lower testosterone
levels in some men. For example, one
research found that nearly half of men
who suffered from severe sleep apnea
also had unusually low levels of testosterone during the night.

Lowers productivity
People are often concerned about their
lowered productivity and their boss or co-workers taking notice of it. Moreover, the effects of loss of sleep
on moods, like increased irritability or frustration, can
impact work relationships.
Talk To Your Doctor
Over time, the sleep-loss issues between spouses or
partners can escalate into some pretty tough relationship problems. Therefore, spouses who are victims of
insomnia are encouraged to talk to their doctors about
their spouse’s sleep therapy. The reality is that when
there is a doctor’s consultation, it becomes glaring and
easier to actually understand how sleeplessness has become a dividing factor in your relationship. For instance,
during a doctor’s consultation, you can come to terms
with the continuous irritability and mood issues in your
relationship. Also, there is a better understanding of
why sleep has such a major impact on your spouse’s
life. Particularly, when your spouse is sleeping poorly
and refuses social activities at night men. For example,
one research found that nearly half of men who suffered
from severe sleep apnea also had unusually low levels of
testosterone during the night.
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‘Defection of
governors, senators
irritates me’
Achuba

Erstwhile deputy governor of Kogi State, Simon
Achuba, speaks on his controversial impeachment
as well as other national issues in this interview
with Kassim Omomia, Andy Asemota and Alex Emeje

S

ix years after Governor Yahaya Bello
of Kogi State assumed office, can
you speak on the challenges and
progress of the state?
Well, somehow, this question ought to have gone
to Bello himself but the fact is that every Kogite
and every Nigerian is a participant in our democratic journey and from my own assessment as
of the time I was Deputy Governor for four years,
there was no intention in him to do a good work.
You know, one must first have intention to do a
good work.
But there is no intention in him to do a good work.
For every step was taken in deceit to make people
believe there was a desire to do something, but at
the end of day, those projects flagged off were never accomplished, at least I can cite more than 30
instances. Starting from my local government, Egbagi road was flagged off and up till this moment,
nothing has been done. Go to Bata, Bata road was
flagged off and nothing has been done. Go to Igala
Mela-Odo road, it has long been flagged off, but
nothing has been done. Many projects - uncountable projects -were flagged off but none has been
done. Go to (Kogi) West, it’s the same thing.
Sometimes, when contracts are signed, as soon
as they are mobilised to site, that is the end of
the project and that has been the situation. And
it was very embarrassing for me that have been
very critical of people in government, who had not
been performing. I wondered how come I was in
government and the same thing continued. I kept
putting pressure on him but when I was two years
in office; I went to him and said sir, ‘it is an aberration for us to be in office for two years and
there is not a project to commission; it is not done
anywhere. I said if he so pleases, let us look at the
projects left by our predecessor (Wada) that were
over 90 per cent near completion, let us complete
them and invite Mr. President to come and commission them’.
Nobody would have bothered whether we were
the ones who started the projects or not but all
that advice fell on deaf ears. For instance, Kogi Ho-

tels had been built and over 90 per cent completed.
Its interior works had all been done, all that was left
was landscaping alongside furnishing.
Till this moment, the hotel remains the same. What
he did in our third year or fourth year when the President was coming for campaign, he thought that the
President would come and he would take the President there. He started painting the hotel in a hurry
but the President sent a message to us because he
had a security information that there was nothing for
him to commission and it would be embarrassing for
a President to come to such a place and say he wants
to commission an unfinished work, that he was not
coming for any project.

You are
given a state
to manage,
you cannot
manage the
state but you
are talking of
managing the
entire country

The President came and went straight to the stadium
and from there he left because security information
must have told the President not embarrass himself.
Going down the memory lane, after his first tenure,
he manipulated himself back against the wish of the
people of the state. He is yet to repent. Up till this
moment, there is nothing you can point as the legacy
of the Governor Bello.
So, now that Bello says he will contest the
2023 presidency, what is your take on this?
You see, in life, you are not born today and you immediately become an adult. You go through the processes of growth. When a child is born, he first starts
crawling. He starts babbling and mumbling some
words. He starts taking steps and he starts walking.
If in little thing, you cannot excel, how do excel in
great things? You are giving a family to manage, you
couldn’t manage it but you want to be giving an entire
village to lead.
You are given a state to manage, you cannot manage the state but you are talking of managing the
entire country. Has Nigeria become a cheap nation
or a failed state, such that Bello will become its President? If it is, it means that everyone should carry his
load and relocate to any nearby West African country because there will be no hope. I wonder why the
leadership of the party allowed him to be wasting the
people’s resources and deceiving himself.

Since after the marriage between you and Bello
collapsed, are you still of the All Progressives Congress?
I have never at any time made any declaration that
I have moved from the All Progressives Congress
(APC). I am still a member of the APC.
There were speculations that you were
from the Igbo speaking part of the state
and this led to the trouble you had with
the leadership of the state, how true is
this?
If I may ask you, can somebody be a chairman of
a local government area or a vice chairman, if he
is not an indigene of that place? In 1996, I won in
my local government. I won in the state assembly
polls in 1999 and in 2003. Could I have been in
Kogi State House of Assembly for two terms and
as a Deputy Speaker, if I were not from the state?
Does anything suggest that I am not from the
state? Could it be my look or my understanding of
any language? I don’t understand Igbo and I don’t
speak Igbo. So, how come I have become an Igbo
man? In politics, a lot of things happen, those were
part of the campaigns that came in just to reduce
my chances of becoming the deputy governor
then. Outside that, I don’t think it has anything to
do with who I am. I am an Igala from Egbagi land.
Of course, if I have to dig deep into the history of
Egbagi people, we are the soldiers of Igala land.
So, we are soldiers by nature, we are fearless people. So, that blood runs in my veins. When I talk
sometimes, you can perceive that.
At what point did you fall out with Bello
that resulted in your impeachment?
Well, when you listen to Bello’s initial broadcast
highlighting the intention of his government, it
looked so beautiful. Every right-thinking Kogi person would think that a new dawn had come but
such broadcast were not backed up by actions. He
started by making people believe all is well but
that became a deceit and I kept mounting pressure
on him that he had to do something to make his
administration different. Such words never went
Continues on Page 27
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Memories of UEFA EURO2020 in Pix

England fined €30,000 for laser pointer, booing Southgate for

E

ngland was fined 30,000 euros ($47,600) by
European football’s governing body, UEFA,
ahead of their first major final in 55 years.

England, who faced Italy in final of Euro 2020
decider at Wembley Stadium, were punished for
incidents from Wednesday’s Euro 2020 semi-final
against Denmark at the same venue.
UEFA acted after a laser pointer was shone at Denmark goalkeeper Kasper Schmeichel during what
proved to be the deciding moment of their extratime victory.
Television footage showed Schmeichel targeted
by a spectator using a green laser as England captain Harry Kane stepped up for a penalty with the
scores level at 1-1.

Schmeichel saved Kane’s spot-kick but the striker
scored the rebound for the winner as Gareth Southgate’s side secured a place in the final.
UEFA had opened disciplinary proceedings against
England on Thursday.

Some fans on social media joked that the fine represented little more than a slap on the wrist for one of
the world’s richest sporting bodies.
The English FA was also charged following disturbances during the national anthems and for the setting off of fireworks.
Fans booed when Denmark’s national anthem was
played before kickoff. Jeers were also heard when
the German anthem was played at Wembley last
week, when England beat Joachim Loew’s side in
the round of 16.

knightwood honour?

B

ritish Prime minister, Boris Johnson, has
hailed the job Gareth Southgate has done
as England manager but stopped short of
suggesting he could be in for a knighthood if
the national team’s 55-year wait for silverware
ended at the last weekend. Southgate led his
team out at Wembley again last Sunday as England met Italy in the final of Euro 2020.
He is only the second Three Lions boss to take
his side to the final of a major tournament, after
1966 World Cup-winning boss Sir Alf Ramsey.
Johnson was in the stands for what he described as
a “total nail-biter” to watch England’s tense but thrilling victory over Denmark on Wednesday, as Harry
Kane’s extra-time winner sealed their 2-1 triumph.

Sport
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Hammers’ skipper eagerly
waiting for Onuachu

• As Genk reject Lyon N10bn offer for S’Eagles striker

W

est Ham skipper Mark Noble has
not hidden his desire to welcome
the likes of Paul Onuachu and
other new players saying it will be vital to
the Hammers building on their success
of last season. Nobble reiterated that the
Hammers will have it hands full in the new
season due to the extra fixtures after securing a Europa league spot.
“With Europe, the travelling and the
Premier League, it’s going to be tough
but the manager will be sitting down
with his staff to prepare us for next season, including looking to bring in more
right types of players to keep improving the squad,” the captain said.

Also, Olympique Lyonnaise have had a
bid of 20 million euros (approximately
ten billion naira) for Onuachu rejected
by KRC Genk, reports Turkish sports
site, Fotomac quoting French Le Progres newspaper. Racing Genk reportedly insisted that either the French
side cough out their asking price of 25
million euros or forget sealing a deal
for the prolific 27-year-old striker.
Lyon are desperately searching for
a proven goal-getter after watching
their star man Memphis Depay left

for Barcelona a couple of weeks ago.
Frenchman Moussa Dembele is not
seen as the ideal replacement for the
departed Netherlands international, with
the former Celtic star not impressing on
loan at Atletico Madrid last term. Any delay in tying up a deal for Onuachu could
backfire as Arsenal, Watford, Sevilla and
West Ham are also interested in signing
the former FC Midtjylland ace.
Fenerbahce have also joined the
queue of clubs keen on snapping up
the award-winning Nigerian international.

Osimhen

New Napoli
boss rates
Osimhen high

N

ew Napoli boss Luciano Spalletti has
spoken highly of Victor Osimhen
while highlighting the unique characteristics of the club’s record signing.

Thoas ‘s Target Declan Rice Rejects
Two West Ham Contracts
Noble maintained that the club need
to bring in similar players and characters to the ones signed under Moyes’ watch to continue their progress.

Osimhen has been under the focus of
fans and lovers of Napoli after a debut
season that left much to be desired.
The Nigerian forward scored ten Serie
A goals after completing a multi-million
euro move from French side Lille.
Still, his output could have been considerably more if he had not been out of action for three months.

“I’m proud of how all the boys have
done at the Euros, and the success
of the likes of Vlad and Tom shows
the direction our recruitment has
gone in,” Noble told WHUTV.

While Gennaro Gattuso did his bit to
help Osimhen settle down in Italy, Spalletti is the man believed to possess the
Midas touch that can turn him into a
world-class attacker.

Meanwhile, talks are still ongoing
between Onuachu’s agent, and the
Hammers and other interested clubs
reported by one of the most respected football websites in Nigeria.

And the veteran tactician has revealed
that he is impressed with the youngster’s
strength, aggressiveness, pace, willingness to press opposing defenders, and ability to stick the ball in the back of the net.
And at the press conference held for his unveiling, Spalletti expressed the confidence
that Napoli will enjoy an excellent campaign
with the Super Eagles star in the squad.

However, the Super Eagles striker
remains unperturbed with the rumour concerning his future as he expressed his unshakable trust in God.

Onuachu (left) with Liverpool player Dijk

Whyte blasts Tyson Fury

D

• For 18 months, he has not made any defence

illian Whyte has urged the
WBC to order a world title fight
against Deontay Wilder as a resolution, with Tyson Fury’s fight against
the American set to be postponed.
Whyte currently holds the WBC ‘interim’ belt but has called on the governing body to install him as the full WBC
heavyweight champion after Fury’s defence of the WBC title against Wilder
on July 24 was thrown into disarray
amid reports of a Covid-19 outbreak.
“Tyson Fury has held all the titles but
has never made a single defence of any
of them. It’s a year and a half since he
won the WBC belt and still no fight in
sight. Just excuses. What the hell is going on? It’s a joke!
“The WBC should make Fury champion in recess like they did Devin
Haney, give me the belt, put me in the
position, and I’ll fight. I’ll fight all these
guys.
“There’s been a lot of inactivity with
the title. This is the worst the WBC

title has ever been. The WBC heavyweight title has been a mess for years
now. There have only been five fights
against three opponents in four years.
It’s ridiculous!”

a fight between Bermane Stiverne
and Chris Arreola before Wilder
started his own WBC title reign.
“This is why they have the interim
champion,” Whyte told Sky Sports.

The Brixton man has referred to a similar ruling from the WBC, who previously
changed Vitali Klitschko’s status to allow

“When stuff like this happens and
fights fall through and the champion
is injured or can’t fight, or for whatever reason can’t defend the title,
then the interim champion steps up.
me world champion, I’ll fight Wilder
as a world n, and the of that fi Fury,
and the winner of that fights Anthony Joshua for then Whyte

Fury

“That’s how Wilder became champion in the first place. Remember
Vitali Klitschko couldn’t defend
the title, because he was in the process of becoming a mayor, and they
made him Emeritus champion and
made the other belt for Stiverne to
fight Arreola and then Wilder for, so
this is a similar kind of thing.

TOKYO 2020

‘No fans for
68,000-capacity
Olympic Stadium’

T

he delayed 2020 Tokyo Olympics get
under way on July 21, with the official
opening ceremony two days later

Spectators will be barred from public
events in Tokyo because of the Japanese
government’s decision to impose a citywide State of Emergency for the duration of the Olympic Games.
The Tokyo Organising Committee has announced that fans will be asked to refrain
from spectating on roadsides during the
cycling and triathlon events in the city. In
addition, no spectators will be admitted
into Musashinonomori Park, where the
road cycling events are scheduled to start.
The move follows an earlier decision
to order fans to refrain from spectating during the marathon and race walk
events in Sapporo, which is also under
State of Emergency regulations.

Interview
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Banditry: Only two LGs are safe
in Kaduna –Shehu Sani

Renowned activist and former lawmaker, Senator Shehu Sani, speaks on the bloodbath
and the degenerating state of insecurity in Kaduna State in this interview with Andy Asemota.

Thirdly, we must apply drone technology.
Technology is very important to know where
the bandits are and know how they converge.
Right now, they have become so daring that
they give notice before they come. It is as bad
as that. They gave notice to the principal of
Bethel Baptist High School and they came.
The next thing that needs to be done is that
the vigilance service must be empowered because the bandits fear these vigilance groups
more than the police. So, these vigilance
groups need to be equipped to be able to fight
these criminals.

Sani

Why has the security situation in Kaduna State defied all logic?
ell, there are a number of factors in
respect of that. First of all, no concrete action has been taken in almost
five to six years, whether by the Federal Government or the state government and this has
led to the rise in crime.

W

Secondly, the utterances of the governor
against the bandits openly have made them
to converge on Kaduna in defiance of the governor. Currently, Kaduna has become hub of
kidnapping, banditry in Northern Nigeria, almost after Zamfara State.
The third aspect of it is the failure of security
agencies to take the war to the bandits rather
than allowing the bandits to kidnap innocent
victims before their response.
Currently, our children cannot go to their
schools and our farmers cannot go to their
farms because of serious threats of insecurity
to our children and farmers. Right now, there
are five local government areas that are virtually in the grips of the bandits. In fact, no soul
is safe and to be candid with you, there only
two safe local governments in the state. They
are Kaduna North Local Government and Ka-

Bandits

duna South Local Government Area. Apart from
these two councils, there is no local government
that is safe from bandits, terrorists and kidnappers.

There are four
entrances into
Kaduna and
all are prone
to kidnapping
and insecurity
today. The
only means
of entering
Kaduna that
is safe now is
by train.

Many allude to the issue of bad governance as fuelling insecurity in the state.
How do you see the role of the the governor, Nasir el-Rufai, in this regard?
Well, whether you have good or bad governance,
the terrorists have decided to unleash mayhem
and they are doing that not only in Kaduna but
also in North Western part of the country. However, good governance could have reduced the
impact, ferocity and the bloody nature of the attacks because by doing that you will carry the
people along in the fight. So right now, I can tell
you that many of the police stations in the state
do not have enough equipment to even respond
to distress calls.
What do you think should be done to
restore sanity in the state?
First, you must carry the people along in the
fight. You must come down and be friendly. That
will motivate the people and give them the motivation to fight.
Secondly, there should be enough operating vehicles for the security agents, particularly the
police.

The victims

How has this situation affected the
social and economic life, especially
night life in the state?
The most painful fact is that Kaduna boasts
more military formation than any other state
in the federation. How do you imagine that
even the staff quarters at the Kaduna International Airport were even attacked? How do
you explain that the School of Forestry Mechanisation where kidnapping took place recently is next to the Nigerian Defence Academy?
There are four entrances into Kaduna and all
are prone to kidnapping and insecurity today.
The only means of entering Kaduna that is
safe now is by train. Without the train, nobody
can access Kaduna; that is the fact.
Are you worried that alleged sponsors
of banditry are still invisible despite
Federal Government’s threat to expose them?
Despite the hundreds of millions of naira paid
as ransom to these bandits, you will never
see any bandit’s property or treasury that is
worth N1million.
Bandits that have been arrested here so far
do not even have good clothes to wear. Yet,
they have been collecting hundreds of millions of naira as ransom.
The parents of Greenfield University students paid over N100 million but in the whole
of Kaduna State, you cannot find any bandit
arrested with any valuable property like the
erstwhile kidnap kingpin in the South-East,
Evans. So, there is a possibility that they are
working for some people.

Agony victims
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‘Stay in your party, fight and take over power’
are men of good character from various communities, things will change in the country. If a President is corrupt, the other leaders will make sure
he is dealt with because they will come together
and speak with one voice. That is a sure way to
keep the nation standing. The issue of ethnicity
or where you hail from will naturally die down as
soon as the electoral process is addressed.

Bello

Continued from page 23

down well with him.
The second issue was the fact that he had a Chief
of Staff, who had the ambition to become governor,
who I suspected, had the capacity to do anything
to become governor. He started feeding Bello with
wrong information. Meanwhile, my commitment
to administration was 100 per cent but wherever
there was an error, I always briefed him and told
him the consequences.
You know, when you stay long on the field, you become a political prophet because whenever a thing
is coming you will know what the consequence
of that thing will be. For a neophyte, he may not
know. He may think that it is something good but
that is the thing that will kill him.
So, I kept protecting the government
from shame, embarrassment and things
like that but they were not going down
well with the Chief of Staff and how could
I have such knowledge and experience
and not bring it to use in government
that has given me the privilege to become a deputy governor?
You know, we didn’t contest election, the man
(Audu Abubakar) died and we came on board. It
was by providence. Ordinarily, this circumstance
should humble anyone to think that God brought
him into office and he must do things to His glory.
The Chief of Staff had his ambition and he kept
feeding the governor with lies. He was targeting
the governor not me which, I am sure, is clear to
the governor himself now.
Every Wednesday, whether it is Exco or not, I will
go to the church. I don’t play with my meeting time
with God. But they had another thing they trusted.
Bello knows the story better now. I am sure that is
why between them, the going is no longer smooth.
God has a way of making things known. I was contented with my office. Nobody would have known
what was happening if for two years down the line
they gave me the money to run my office. That
was when the issue exploded.
For two years running, I used my own money to
run the office. The Chief of Staff persuaded the
Governor to stop releasing money (imprest) for
my office. I had a retinue of staff (aides) to take
care off. When we travel, I have to give them hotel
and feeding allowances. All these, I was doing for
two years and it became too much a burden.
I wrote to the President and the National Chairman of the Party (APC) but they could not bring

Even these secessionists’ views will all die down
because in it (the new constitution), there would
be rotational principle that is properly embedded.
Once it is time, a state or geo-political zone will
bring out the President for the nation because
there is no state in Nigeria that cannot produce
a presidential candidate. There is even no local
government that cannot produce a presidential
candidate. So, you will see that there will be peace
everywhere and you also discover that once a
President comes, he will not think of ethnic or religious inclinations because he knows that the next
person will do the same thing.

Achuba

Bello to do what was right. It was a constitutional
breach anyway because once he signed the state government’s budget, he ought to allocate the funds as it
is in the budget or a percentage of what is allocated
but that was his problem. It became too much.
First, he was not doing anything in the state. He
came and cut down the work force, rightly or wrongly. Yet, he could not pay salaries as and when due.
And he had no project to show for the money that
was coming. What is he doing with Kogi money?
Those were the questions I started asking when the
demonstration of arrogance became too obvious and
unrestrained.
From what you have just said, was it the
chief of staff or Bello that was the problem?
It was the Chief of Staff, who made it impossible for
Bello to perform because his target was basically
money matters. Anything that cannot bring money
instantly was nothing of interest.
Can you bare your mind on some provisions
in the 1999 constitutions that the nation
needs to review so as to strengthen our democracy?
Yes, our constitution requires a review to strengthen
our democracy. First, is the electoral law. Somehow,
the electoral provisions should be transferred into the
constitution greatly and deeply, such that no changes
by government will be made easily. When it becomes
a constitutional matter, such that we can have a situation where everyone’s vote will count, whether all
governors defect to one party or not, it doesn’t matter because Nigerians will vote for whom they want
and that person will become President. After all, the
governors that are defecting have only one vote each.
The defection of governors, senators, House of Reps
members is because votes do not count. If votes
count, a governor has one vote and that is all. So, it
(electoral laws) should be made a constitutional matter such that frequent challenges will not be there
and we will have a nation running smoothly.
Secondly, on the electoral matter, until the electoral
issues are totally addressed, the fight against corruption can never work. Why? As long as there are
loopholes for criminals to use in coming to the corridors power, the fight against corruption remains on
the floor because we have a nation where individuals
who had been convicted but had covered their sins
are in the corridors of power.
So, where do you think we will go? They will only further their trade in corruption. Anything coming that
has the tendency to expose their trade will be frustrated but once these things are properly done and
the people have the right to choose their leaders, who

So, we would be looking out for which region will
bring out the best President, there will be competition, even though some will say it is not democratic, it is. So that is one aspect of the constitutional
review.
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The second one is that the state Electoral Commissions should be abolished to allow for a democratic process at the grassroots. In many states
today, when a governor conducts local government elections, he will claim his party won in all
the local governments. There is no beauty in it. I
don’t love a situation where there is no competition among parties.
Where there is no competition, just as these governors and senators are defecting, it irritates me.
Why don’t you stay in your party, fight and take
over power if the other party is not performing
well. That competition is what keeps the nation
going. So, SIEC should be abolished.
Thirdly, the immunity clause should be removed
from the constitution because the arrogance of
many governors is triggered by immunity.
Do you equally subscribe to the removal
of immunity of the President?
All of them should have their immunity removed
from the constitution. The President could be removed from office when there is an obvious error.
When that happens, people will sit up because
the title of excellency attached to the name of Mr.
President or governor signifies someone without
blemish. That is what it means. Unfortunately,
most people that have blemish are the ones occupying important positions and they are called
excellences.
For you to be referred to as an excellency, it is the greatest name anyone can be
called on earth because it is like the name
of God himself; an Excellent God, God
without sin, God without blame, who is
perfect in all things. Can any Nigerian say
we have a perfect governor anywhere?
So, when that immunity is removed, you can’t go
and harm people and be left unpunished. The security agencies will no longer fear the governors
once their immunity is removed. It is the immunity that subjects security agents to the governor because nothing can happen to him. He can kill and
nobody can question or arrest him, that is what
immunity is. You are also immune from arrest.
Continued online at thisnigeria.com
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Lagos groans under traffic as hawking returns full swing
versity, says gridlock aids aggressive human behaviours.
His words, “As your car slows to a crawl, your heart rate
picks up, your breathing intensifies, and your blood pressure
shoots up.
“Drivers become more irritable and have a higher tendency
to behave aggressively, increasing the odds of rude behaviour, shouting obscenities and cutting other cars off.”
Another research links traffic to negative mental health outcomes, including stress and aggression and an increase in
domestic violence.
By Olusegun Olanrewaju

Scientific American, an online journal, notes that most people stuck in traffic might not be induced to commit crime,
but they bear a psychological burden from traffic.

t’s a working day and Mr. Idowu Adejobi is heading for
office on the Lagos Island from the Ikorodu axis in Lagos.

He said, in a public bus, “It is lack of proper care in Nigeria.
Since we sat in this vehicle, we should have reached where we
are going.’’

His resumption time is 8am, but as of noon, he is still on the
ever-busy Ikorodu Road, no thanks to the resurgent menacing traffic on the Lagos streets.

He adds, in vernacular, ‘’Ati ago merin ni mo ti ji, sibe ao ti de
ibi kan kan (I woke up at about 4am to board a bus, we are yet
to get to anywhere).’’

He sits there silently cursing and swearing. And the situation
is no easier going back home.

Commuters try to weigh in on factors underscoring
the hold-ups.
A resident of Mafoluku Oshodi, Mr. Adeniyi Joseph, attributes
the causes of gridlocks to rainfall and road construction.

State Commissioner for Transportation, Dr. Frederic Oladehinde, says the aquatic state is constantly experiencing chaotic traffic “due to the fact that 89 people are being added to
the population every hour.”

“It the rains,’’ he says, adding, ‘’and you know that when there
are traffic, street traders will troop out, and when they are constructing roads, the highways get plugged.

He adds that the problem is exacerbated because “Lagos has
227 cars per km, compared to the national average of 16 cars
per km of road.’’

An Israeli firm, ROM Transportation Engineering, had revealed that between 2007 and 2009, Lagos residents lost more
than three billion hours to traffic congestion yearly.

The commissioner also states that the state is faced with the
challenge of unregulated public transport network, limited
alternatives to vehicular transportation, and inadequate traffic management, among others.

I

For some five gruelling hours, he has to bear with another
round of sweat-inducing seating in the Danfo bus, caught in
the crawling traffic.
Another round of silent curses follow
In truth, Adejobi is not alone in this grief, as it were. Many
other Lagosians are facing the same harrowing experience.
Yes, heavy traffic have returned to Lagos streets and highways, and several factors are being darted as the cause. One
is the peaking of the rainy season, and the other, the heavy
outlay of road construction, among others.
Indeed, workers, traders, artisans and students now find it
difficult to keep to their regular schedule because of daily
experience with traffic gridlock. Commuters and motorists
are also seriously lamenting the situation.
A housewife, Mrs. Ify Edeze, says, “It is really a terrible
experience these days. You spend hours on end to get to
work at CMS/Obalende from Odogunyan, but the traffic
just wouldn’t move. The babies are there shrieking on their
mother’s backs.
“You equally spend close to the same number of hours to get
back home late in the night, meaning that, on the average,
you spend 10 precious, strenuous hours virtually without
achieving anything.’’
Just name them--Oshodi-Apapa Expressway, Orile-Mile Two
highway and the Alaba International Market areas need no
emphasis on notoriety in traffic bedlam. The same happens
at the Iyana-Ipaja axis on the Lagos-Abeokuta highway.
For the residents of Ikorodu-Ketu axis, their trouble is
hemmed on the Ojota-Maryland portion of Ikorodu Road,
where a segment of the highway is under construction.
Historically, the Third Mainland Bridge has never been light
to traffic, and with the outset of rains and activities on road
repairs now compound matters every day, particularly at the
Iyana Oworonshoki-Ogudu-Alapere-Ketu portion.
“I wonder what kind of work or service one is going to diligently do when he or she spends five or more hours to resume duty daily.
“You practically have to start thinking of eloping from the office or shop to avoid being caught in road crisis on your way
home,’’ Peter Anozie, an insurance executive, grumbled.
A septuagenarian, Alhaji Ajani Olowookere, blamed the government for the emerging scenario.

The Association of Nigerian Licensed Customs Agents (ANLCA) also declared that traffic congestion in Apapa alone costs
Nigeria over N5bn daily, killing businesses and spreading poverty. The business community in Lagos is also not spared the
rebounding effects of the debilitating gridlocks on Lagos roads.
Experts have asserted that the business community loses
N11bn monthly to the daily traffic congestion, and that, beyond
man-hour loss, traffic congestion in the nation’s commercial
city is doing much more damage to the health of residents.
“Being stranded in stationary traffic has been noted to incite
rage in the most timid of individuals, thereby bringing their
blood to boiling point.’’
Speaking on the issue, a transport expert and official of the National Aviation Handling Co. (NAHCO), Mr. Kunle Ijagbemi,
summaries the causes of the traffic problem ‘at this period’ to
the quartet factors of rainfall, road maintenance, ‘structure of
roads’, and bad roads.
The first two factors, he stresses, are prevalent in all parts of
the Lagos metropolis.
“The situation is compounded in places like the Iyana Ipaja by
the structure of the road, and at Ikeja ring road, bad roads,”
he said.
The situation is so bad that, in some cases, it is not uncommon
to see commuters and motorists abandoning their vehicles and
walking to their destinations.
Commercial motorcyclists are having a field day too making
fast business on the side lines. Commenting on the situation
on the Oshodi-Iyana Ipaja Highway, a man screamed; “My
God, this road is getting worse!’’
Economists attribute the net effect of heavy traffic shut downs
to economic loss (time, resources) and issues like crime and
psychological stress.
David Wiesenthal, a professor of psychology at the York Uni-

Government officials told ThisNigeria in Alausa on Thursday, that the state government “has never stopped working,
so that traffic congestion is overcome.’’
They attributed traffic gridlocks to the fact that “people keep
streaming into Lagos on a daily basis.’’

The Permanent Secretary in the state ministry of transportation, Mr. Kamar Olowoshago, says that as an emerging
Smart City of 22 million people, the state government is embarking on reforms to meet with the challenges of renewal of
transportation infrastructure through the provision of more
boats and rail infrastructure.
Meanwhile, highway hawkers are back with vengeance, ignoring the enforcement of a law criminalising all manner of
street trading by the state government in 2016.
The hawkers have dropped their fear of safety which peaked
with the killing of two traders in 2016 that forced the administration of Governor Akinwunmi Ambode to enforce the
ban on street trading
Hawkers are pinning their endeavour on unemployment and
the pervading poverty ravaging the land.
In 2003, the state government had enacted a law to ban
street trading to protect lives, as well as check crime and
illiteracy.
Highway trading is back with a big force and they vigorously
hawk anything: biscuits, candies, chewing gums, bottled water, soft drinks, beverages, snacks, fried chips, canned food,
fruits, bread, corn, among others.
Others sell handy items such as motor parts and handkerchiefs. But despite the attendant risks, highway hawkers say
they have no option but to hit the streets.
“I have to earn a living to feed my family,’’ Jude Obi, one of
them, says.
Obi says he takes to the streets to make a living from hawking “because this area has a lot more traffic and that means
more money.”
He adds, “I know it is dangerous for us, but I cannot afford to
stay idle and die of hunger.’
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Buhari, where is Nigeria going?
be buried. We have no image to protect abroad. The
world is a global village. Everybody knows what is
happening in Nigeria, minute by minute.

Dan
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The Federal Executive
Council meetings
must generate fresh
ideas and must bring
to a logical order
fresh initiatives
for the effective
implementation of
budgets
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ndoubtedly, there is a lamentable and disturbing magnitude of violence in Nigeria today.
So are other vice crimes. The country is constantly on the boil. The atmosphere in the country has
been nothing but a tawny volcano. The situation conveys at once the chief features of the Nigerian spirit:
it is vertical, spontaneous, immaterial, upward. It is
ardent. And even as tongues of fire do, it turns into
fire everything it touches. What we are experiencing today is induced by poverty, hunger, frustration,
apathy and desperation. Desperation to use religion
to achieve ethnic expansionism and land grabbing.
Nigerians are frustrated because of the leadership
which is not measuring up. The country has grown
faster than the capacity of its leaders. Even those
who helped to bring the leadership to power, including politicians, artisans, commercial bike operators,
etcetera, are regretting their impudent adventures.
There is no more thermometer to measure the degree of frustration and desperation in the land than
the wanton destruction of lives and property of Nigerians by Nigerians and rented foreigners. The #EndSARS protest of October last year and its aftermath
were also partly caused by chronic idleness, hunger
and frustration, among our youths, the result of many
years of unaccountable leadership. The last June 12
protest across the country which was halted by government shows that Nigeria is not practising democracy. As we write, Nigeria is still on the boil. In the
midst of the misery or lack, that is the lot of our youths
and other Nigerians, a few politicians are still swimming in affluence and under the best security system
and protection one can think of. It hardly seems a
time for timidity and restraint. Nigerian are being
killed in geometric progression. There is no day that
passes without hearing that tens of hundreds of innocent Nigerians are being kidnapped, killed or raped
across the country by terrorists being pampered as
“bandits” by the government. It is an evil day, and
the story is everywhere. It is like smoke that cannot

In fact, unbridled activities of fraudsters, narcotics
couriers, swindlers and the emergence of a class of
billionaire idle politicians, have diminished our international stature to an embarrassing level. The net effect of this has been the sorry spectacle we have cut
for Nigeria and Nigerians in the international arena.
The reality is that the corporate image of the country
is almost indubitably steeped in crises. It is therefore
no more news that the high rate of criminality in the
country is traceable to the endemic corruption which
has enveloped the land like a cankerworm. The unbridled corruption and wanton denigration of corrosive
state power cut across parties. It is even very present
in the private sector. Nigeria’s name is synonymous
with corruption and vice crimes all over the world.
It was agreed that with the emergence of General
Muhammadu Buhari as President since May 29,
2015, given his much vaunted integrity and principled stance against corruption, the international image of the country would be redeemed. But it seems,
from the reality on ground, that the change mantra
of the APC-led Federal Government is fraught with
contradictions and ironies. More than six years of
his regime in the saddle, Nigerians are gasping for
relief. There is discontent in the country as hunger
and lack rule the land. And one can sense the fear
of the unknown. The signs are not too difficult to
see. They are the signs of internal decay; the dry rot
of apathy and indifference. Nigerians had mistaken
baboon for monkey.
The whole scenario is unwholesome: the decadent
and despondent social institutions, the comatose and
unacceptable state of the once vibrant economy, the
decaying infrastructure, and the unnerving bout of
high cost of energy in the sixth largest producer of
crude in the world. Petrol was selling for N86 per litre when this government was inaugurated on May
29, 2015. It now sells for N175 per litre. In some
parts of Nigeria, a litre of fuel is now bought for more
than N300. Yet, they are still talking about further increases. The average middle class man with chains of
degrees cannot remember the last time he filled the
tank of his jalopy car with petrol. All this could not
have been mere speculations by whatever standards.
Indeed, it was speculated recently that more than 80
per cent of Nigerians are living below the poverty
line. Economically, there can never be anything more
humiliating and even frustrating than the current exchange rate of the Naira. Anyone who had witnessed
the strength of the Nigerian currency against the dollar in the late 1970’s would realise that the slightest
tinkering with the economy spins off a frantic palpitation which may lead to a cardiac arrest.
This is why wiser nations often fix their gazes on
the enigmatic ups and downs in the stock market.
They are wise and experienced enough to know that
an ostensibly inconsequential drop in the currency
rate of a nation may precipitate a phenomenal fall of
any government. How does President Muhammadu
Buhari feel when he sees the Naira exchanging for
N500 to the US Dollar? Does he ever remember his
campaign promise to Nigerians when even the Dollar was exchanging for N187, that he would make
the Naira at par with the Dollar within his first six
months in office? This is not all. Hundreds of thousands of our graduates and school leavers still parade the streets of our cities in search of jobs that
are not in sight, and the communal bonds that once
held our various nationalities together have been
rendered taut by the forces of annihilating and devastating poverty, banditry and inter-tribal wars.

Nigerians now keep a feeding regime that skips meals
as even the price of everything has qua-dropped. Yet
the country is said to be one of the most endowed in
the world. Buhari must set targets for his ministers. It
is curiously shameful that Nigerians are experiencing
untold hardships under Buhari’s government, an administration that boasted of so much goodies for the poor
and downtrodden. It is awfully disappointing that market
women were forced by circumstances beyond their control to stage a peaceful protest in Lagos recently. More
than six years after his inauguration, Nigerians are yet to
see any sign of change in their standard of living. Rather,
things are deteriorating to their nadir by the day. The
president must be reminded of the fact that anything not
accomplished by any government this year can never be
done in 2022 which is a pre-election year. Apart from a
few state governors, such as Ezenwo Nyesom Wike of
Rivers, Oluseyi Abiodun Makinde of Oyo and Babagana
Umara Zulum of Borno, to mention but a few, many have
not achieved nothing since the past six years.
The Federal Executive Council meetings must generate fresh ideas and must bring to a logical order fresh
initiatives for the effective implementation of budgets
in ministries and other strategic government departments and agencies. Why is there so much hunger in
the land and our network of roads terribly bad whereas
our debt stock has risen to about N33 trillion from N6
trillion in May 2015? The Senate last week approved
another loan of $6. 9 b for President Buhari. What is
the government doing with the long list of loans and incomes generated from the sale of oil, taxation, customs
service, immigration and other sources? Why did the
government say recently that it is very broke, with no
money to pay salaries of its workforce in more than 400
departments, agencies and parastatals? What is really
happening? Governors seem to agree with Boko Haram
terrorists that Western education is evil; which is why
over 1,000 schools have been shut in the North because
of the activities of “bandits” who capture school children for ransom everyday.
Nigerians, on their part must ask Buhari what his administration’s blueprint is. Despite its high-profile intentions, not many Nigerians are impressed with the
President’s propositions. The alarm raised during the
immediate past administration and also during the administration of Chief Olusegun Obasanjo by some budget monitoring groups and agencies over the low performance ratings of Federal ministries, departments and
agencies would have been enough to jolt the present administration from illusions into stark realities. It would
be recalled that General Theophilus Danjuma, Defence
Minister in former President Obasanjo’s cabinet resigned his appointment alleging that Obasanjo was not
implementing budgets, which was accountable for his
abysmal performance in office. This is exactly what Buhari is doing. Budgets are not implemented as the country is constantly being run as a private estate with so
much military praxis or braggadocio. Is this a civil rule?
Also, the fact that the phenomenon of “unspent budget” was padded into the nation’s over-bloated political lexicon and became public knowledge even during
the administration of the late President Umaru Musa
Yar’Adua would have been enough cause for President
Buhari to set targets for his ministers. Yet, a point too
potent to be over-stretched is that with the sudden collapse of public infrastructure across the country and
the alarming rate of poverty among Nigerians since the
past six years precipitated by mass unemployment, no
sensible minister would need to be reminded to work
hard. Therefore, why are the ministers not working?
What have they been doing? Why is Nigeria living on
borrowed times?
Continued online at thisnigeria.com
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JAMB and battles against education
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Many parents have
been thrown into
perpetual agony
every year, due to the
inability of their wards
to secure admission

L

ast week, the Registrar of the Joint Admissions
and Matriculation Board (JAMB) revealed the
success and failure rates from the recently concluded Unified Tertiary Matriculation Examination
(UTME), which is the only means of securing admission to higher institutions in Nigeria. For the year
2021, over 1.3 million candidates registered for the
examination which began on June 19 and ended on
July 3 in over 700 accredited Computer Based Test
(CTB) centres nationwide. According to the JAMB
Registrar, Prof. Ishaq Oloyede, only 0.06 per cent,
representing about 803 of this number scored above
300 marks. Reproduced below are the scary statistics from the recent examination, from the Registrar,
through news coverage monitored on the Nigerian
Television Authority.
“He noted that statistics of the results in the last
four years, 2018 for example, showed that those who
scored 120 and below were about 99.9 per cent of
the candidates, 99.65 in 2019, 99.80 in 2020 and this
year, 99.65, a drop of .25 per cent from that of last
year. He added that those who scored 160 and above,
last year were 69.89 per cent, while this year is 45.62
per cent, disclosing further that those who scored
more than 300 over 400 last year were .26 per cent of
the candidates, this year .06 per cent, and in 2019, .16
per cent of the candidates scored above 300.”
Many parents have been thrown into perpetual agony
every year, due to the inability of their wards to secure admission to any tertiary institution, such that
there are youths in Nigeria who have been on the
JAMB radar for over five years, waiting for their letters of admission from the ‘almighty JAMB’, as it is
now known. The JAMB Act was enacted to commence
on December 7, 1989, with a mandate for the agency
to perform the following functions, under and by virtue of section 5 (1) (a) - (c) and (2) thereof:
5. (1) Notwithstanding the provisions of any other enactment, the Board shall be responsible for –
(a) the general control of the conduct of matricula-

tion examinations for admissions into all Universities,
Polytechnics (by whatever name called) and Colleges of
Education (by whatever name called) in Nigeria;
© the placement of suitably qualified candidates in collaboration with the tertiary institutions after taking into
account –
(i) the vacancies available in each tertiary institution;
(ii) the guidelines approved for each tertiary institution
by its proprietor or other competent authority;
(iii) the preferences expressed or otherwise indicated by candidates for certain tertiary institutions and
course; and
(iv) such other matters as the Board may be directed
by the Minister to consider, or the Board itself may
consider appropriate in the circumstances.
(2) For the avoidance of doubt, the Board shall be responsible for determining matriculation requirements
and conducting examinations leading to undergraduate
admissions and for admissions to National Diploma and
Nigerian Certificate in Education courses, but shall
not be responsible for examinations or any other selective processes for postgraduate courses and any other
courses offered by the tertiary institutions.”
What section 5 of the JAMB Act reproduced above has
done is to place the destinies of candidates in the hands
of a government bureaucracy, which partly accounts
for the number of youths trooping out of Nigeria for
greener pastures. By including the phrase “by whatever name called” in the reference to tertiary institutions covered by JAMB, it means even universities and
polytechnics established and funded by states and private entities have to go through JAMB for admission,
through such mysterious criteria like federal character,
educationally disadvantaged states, catchment areas.
Paragraphs 27-30 of the Part 2 of the Third Schedule
to the 1999 Constitution place matters of university,
technological or professional education on the Concurrent Legislative List, with power granted to the states
to legislate thereon. So, the issue is why JAMB has
become the only institution regulating admission into
tertiary institutions.

Section 10 of the Act deals with the fund of the Board
of JAMB as follows:
“16. The Board shall establish and maintain a fund
which shall consist of –
(a) such sums as may be provided by the Federal Government for the running expenses of the Board; and
(b) such other sums as may be collected or received by
the Board from other sources either in the execution of
its functions or in respect of any property vested in the
Board or otherwise howsoever.”
From the above, it is clear that the primary source of
funding for JAMB activities and the discharge of its
functions is through government subvention and not to
milk hapless candidates and their distressed parents.
In reports monitored in the media, JAMB has however
turned the establishment Act on its head and transmitted itself into a cash cow for the government.
“The Joint Admissions and Matriculation Board
(JAMB) says it has made an interim remittance of N3.5
billion to the federal government’s purse after the conduct of its 2020 Unified Tertiary Matriculation Examination (UTME) … In 2017, the agency said it remitted
more than N5 billion to the government. In 2018, the
Board remitted N7.8 billion to the federal government.
In 2019, JAMB remitted N5 billion to the federal government.”
For clarity, the Act setting up JAMB does not confer on
it the power to raise funds for the government, as it is
not an agency of government set up to generate revenue
but rather to co-ordinate admissions into tertiary institutions. If this can be done free of charge to the candidates who are mostly teenagers, the better for us all,
rather than focusing on how much is to be declared in

financial terms every year. Section 10 (a) of the JAMB
Act states clearly that the Board is to “establish and
maintain a fund”, which connotes a permanent and
operational fund, not to be transferred or remitted.
According to the learned authors of Merriam-Webster
online dictionary, to maintain is “to keep in an existing state, preserve from decline”, such that if JAMB
has reached a stage that it has funds in excess after
the discharge of its functions, then it should declare
its examinations free for a particular period of time
until the fund is exhausted to entitle it to charge fresh
fees. We cannot have an institution set up mainly to
assist young people to activate their careers and turn
itself into a money spinning entity such that it has become one of the main sources of income for profligate
politicians who in turn convert these funds to sponsor
their own children in highbrow institutions abroad. It
is totally unfair.
Nigeria is a member of the United Nations, which has
established the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO), primarily to
promote education for all, with a mandate to lead the
Global Education 2030 Agenda through Sustainable
Development Goal 4. It is prescribed by the UN that
all member states shall make reasonable efforts to allocate not less than 26 per cent of their annual budget
to education. This is so because the UN and indeed all
of humanity now consider education as a human right.
This stems from several declarations and conventions,
including the International Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights, which recognizes the right
to free, compulsory primary education for all, an obligation to develop secondary education accessible for
all and an obligation to develop equitable access to
higher education, by the progressive introduction of
free higher education, as encapsulated in Article 26
of the United Nations Declaration on Human Rights
and replicated in Articles 13 and 14 of International
Covenant on Social and Cultural Rights.
It is in the light of all the above that Nigeria declared
its educational objectives in section 18 of the 1999
Constitution as follows:
“18. Government shall direct its policy towards ensuring that there are equal and adequate educational
opportunities at all levels.
Government shall promote science and technology.
Government shall strive to eradicate illiteracy; and to
this end, Government shall as and when practicable
provide:
(a) free, compulsory and universal primary education;
(b) free secondary education;
(c) free university education; and
(d) free adult literacy programme.”
Nigeria has always made feeble attempts to implement the UN charter on education. Indeed, in the
early 1970s, we had the Universal Primary Education
(UPE), through which most governments in the regions adopted free education. In the South West in
particular, Chief Obafemi Awolowo made free education his priority programme, with tremendous results
in human capital development. Till date, most states
in the South West of Nigeria have compulsory free education at the elementary stages. In Lagos State for instance, section 9 of the Education Law of Lagos State
provides that “tuition in either a primary or a secondary school shall be free of charge”, and it imposes a
jail term of 18 months upon anyone who receives or
obtains any fee or levy as tuition. In 2004, the Federal
Government of Nigeria enacted the Universal Basic
Education Act, which makes provision for basic education. The Act also provides for the establishment of
the Universal Basic Education Commission (UBEC)
to coordinate the implementation of the programme,
at state and local government levels, through the
State Basic Education Board (SUBEB) and the Local
Government Education Authority (LGEA). The Education Tax Fund was also established.
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Kanu, Igboho, Boko Haram:
Two faces of government contradictions

THE Mike
Ozekhome
column SAN, PHD
Yet, in the midst of
this apparent descent
into a failed state
where non-state
actors have subdued a
legitimate and elected
government, the
same Government is
congratulating itself

S

unday Adeyemo, better known as Sunday Igboho,
a Yoruba rights activist has declared he will not be
intimidated by the recent fresh attempt by the Department of State Services (DSS) to arrest him. He said
any attempt to arrest him on Yorubaland will fail woefully. Nnamdi Kanu still in DSS custody, is as defiant as
ever. He insists he has committed no offence known to
law. But, Boko Haram and ISWAP reign supreme. Two
faces of a government’s contradictions!
Igboho, a self-determination warlord agitating for the
South-West region, had been in the news for serving quit
notice on killer Fulani herdsmen terrorising some parts
of the South-West, killing, maiming, raping and spreading terror like fertilizer on plants. Mr Igboho said he was
never invited before the attempt to arrest him. He does
not understand why he was being targeted. He advised
the Federal Government to focus on capturing Boko Haram leader, Abubakar Shekau, and inviting Islamic cleric, Sheikh Ahmad Gumi, who has recently been meeting
with bandits. Gumi negotiates ransome with terrorists!
By the way, as we speak, over 120 kids of Bethel Baptist
School are held in captivity by AK-47-wielding armed
bandits in Kaduna. For those who do not know, Kaduna
is the home to some of the most critical military institutions and installations in Nigeria. How they operate
freely and seamlessly under the close watch of these
National Security apparatchik should worry Nigerians.
Wait for the egregious news: the bandits have now demanded from parents of the kidnapped school children,
provision of food for the feeding of their children! According to one Madugu, they demanded for 20 bags of
local rice; 10 bags of imported rice; 20 bags of beans; 10
cartons of maggi cubes; 10 kegs of vegetable oil; and 2
bags of salt! Can you imagine that?
Earlier, in April, 2021, Governor Abubakar Sani Bello of
Niger state had confirmed that terrorists had displaced
3000 residents, seized wives; and hoisted flags of sov-

ereignty in Kaure and Shiroro LGAd, just 140 kilometers
to Abuja, the Nigerian seat of power. Only few days ago,
armed bandits killed 52 in Kaduna and Zamfara. Before
then, Boko Haram/ISWAP had announced to a bewildered
Nation (not shocked, because we have since become unshockable) that they have appointed a Governor for parts
of Borno state, by name Abba-Kaka. While accepting the
undoubted leadership of Abu Musa Al Barnawi (son of Mohammed Yusuf, Boko Haram founder), the group named
Abba-Kaka as Governor of Tumbumma, with jurisdiction
over Marte, Abadam, Kukawa, Magumeri and other areas
of the Lake Chad region. It is said that the APC Governor, Babagana Zulum, now controls 22 LGA’s, while the
ISWAP controls 5 LGSs. Good gracious!

Setting up a full blown government with normal structures of a government within a sovereign Nigeria, the
group was said to have appointed a separate leader,
Baba Isa, to oversee taxation and revenue on fishing
and farming activities. He was posted to Kangar in Abadam to relieve Abu Abdallah. Farmers and traders are
to pay N5,000 monthly; while fishermen will now pay
N2,000 per bag of fish, amongst others. Wait for it: the
Interim Council introduced Mobile Courts and some polices to harmonise all insurgents groups and activities
under the leadership of ISIS. Indeed, the group set up a
Judiciary and appointed Ibn Umar as Chief Prosecutor.
Abu Umama becomes the Amir of Tudun Wulgo, while
Muhammed Maina is Commander of Sabon Tumbu.
Yet, in the midst of this apparent descent into a failed
state where non-state actors have subdued a legitimate and elected government, the same Government
(through its spokesperson, SSA to President Buhari on
Media and Publicity, Garba Shehu), is “celebrating” and
“congratulating” itself for its alleged “recent successes
of security and intelligence agencies”? Do you know
what these successes are? One, being handed over on
a platter of gold, IPOB leader, Nnamdi Kanu, who had
actually been literally kidnapped by Kenyan authorities. Two, the invasion in a most crude and Gestapo-like
fashion, the quiet and peaceful house of Sunday Igboho,
the Yoruba self-determination leader, whom the government termed a “militant ethnic sessionist”.
Then, the same spokesman boasted that any AK-47 wielding persons should be dealt with, since “assault weapons
are not tools of peace loving people and as such, regardless of who they are and where they are from, the security Agencies should treat them all the same”.

Section 39(1) of the 1999 Constitution provides that
“every person shall be entitled to freedom of expression, including freedom to hold opinions and to
receive; impart information without interference”.
Section 40 provides “every person shall be entitled
to assemble freely and associate with other persons”.
This government swore to defend the Constitution.
Nnamdi Kanu on the other hand, had escaped abroad
from Nigeria when his house in Afaraukwu, umuahia,
Abia State, was savagely invaded by men of the Nigerian Army on September 14, 2017, killing many defenceless and unarmed citizens suspected to be IPOB sympathisers. He was then on court’s bail over allegations
of treasonable felony. The Army’s tendentious defence
was that it was on a military exercise in the South East,
tagged “Operation Python Dance 2”. This python appears only to selectively “dance” in the South East,
South West and Middle Belt. Criminal elements and
even the 3rd and 4th declared most dangerous terrorist groups in the world (ISWAP and Boko Haram) are
exempted from this dance. What a country!
My earlier intervention on these
I had earlier stringently decried the failed kidnap attempt on Sunday Igboho on 28th February, 2021, and
9th March, 2021. See (https://www.thisdaylive.com/
index.php/2021/03/09/when-will-nigeria-be-finally-abducted/) 1st March, 2021 (https://tell.ng/that-failedkidnap-attempt-on-sunday-igboho/).
In my said write-up, I had said, inter alia:
“The act of a combined team of soldiers, DSS and Police, numbering about 40 attempting to arrest and detain Sunday Adeniyi Adeyemo Igboho was too much in
the form of a kidnap attempt. Igboho was said to have
been waylaid along Ibadan/Lagos Expressway whilst on
his way to see Pa Ayo Adebanjo in Lagos. It was totally
and absolutely unnecessary. A government exists to protect its citizens, not to terrorise them. If the government
believed that Sunday Igboho had committed an offence,
the best route would have been to simply send him an
invitation to report to a Police station for interrogation.

“If the security agents felt there were any internal security issues or breach of the law, they should have invited
him to the DSS or Police office. It became therefore totally absurd that a whole security armada like soldiers,
the Police and the DSS will waylay an innocent Nigerian
citizen in a commando-like manner and attempt to abMr shehu, Nigerians have heard you loud and clear. Let duct him. At least, Nigerians have not been told he has
charity begin at home. Let your government, with the committed an offence, or what offence, if any.
same dexterity and alacrity, now go after the Boko Haram/ISWAP, who are not only carrying AK-47 riffles, but “What if Sunday Igboho and his handlers had felt they
have actually challenged your government’s legitimacy were being kidnapped and responded with a shootout?
and sovereignty, by setting up an alternate government There would have been unnecessary mayhem and loss
in some parts of Nigeria. This government must stop of lives because of the indecent and incongruous manpursuing butterflies while Nigeria’s entire edifice is on ner and way the attempted arrest was carried out.
fire. It is incredible to behold this government beating “What the government does not still seem to underits chest over the DSS’s crude invasion of the house of a stand is that because it has failed to give security and
citizen (as they did Supreme Court Judges on October 8, welfare to the Nigerian people as provided for in Sec2016). They did this without any prior notice, invitation, tion 14 of the 1999 Constitution, ethnic nationalism is
or bench warrant; killed some people in the process; and fast rising in a way that ethnic groups and the various
wasted some pussy cats. They even believed the biggest nationalities in the Nigerian contraption have begun
one amongst the cats must be Igboho, who had super- to feel that they need to go the extra mile to protect
naturally “transformed” into the cat. For that reason, the themselves from ravaging insecurity. That is why I alcat, rather than being killed like others, was captured ways ask, who is advising this government?
alive, arrested and detained. What a funny government! “The present ravaging insecurity is what led to the
Nigerians are still waiting to know the outcome of the emergence of Amotekun, in the South West and the
cat’s “interrogation” after DSS’s “investigations”! How Eastern Security Network in the South East. There
did we have this free fall into a despicable state of nadir? have also mushroomed various local policing militias
across the country. It is the failure of the government
The last time I checked, none of the rallies so far orga- to provide security that is at the root cause of these
nized by Sunday Igboho in his campaign for the Yoruba defensive measures.
nation has ever turned violent. Nor has he been impliContinued online at thisnigeria.com
cated in illegal activities.
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Nigeria: A nation challenged

he recent rearrest of the IPOB leader, Mazi Nnamdi Kanu, was greeted
with a loud sigh of relief and celebration in some sections of the country. It also
elicited congratulatory messages to the
Federal government which appears overwhelmed by the intractable security challenges and in dire need of any redeeming
act. This is clearly an exaggeration of the
security threat Nnamdi Kanu and indeed
IPOB pose to our nation’s security and
unity. It is quite strange and disturbing
that the Federal Government is according
undue attention to the threats of separatist
movements in contrast to the more daunting ones posed by bandits, kidnappers and
insurgents in the North West, some parts of
North Central and North East.
Activities of those criminals have resulted
in the evacuation of over 20% of the villages
in NW and NE. Hundreds are being murdered and maimed every week. Many more
are kidnapped for ransom. Millions have
been rendered internally displaced, facing
disease and starvation. Over one thousand
school children were abducted in the past 8
months with over 300 still in the hands of the
bandits and kidnappers demanding humongous ransom payments. Rape of women and
young girls has become a daily occurrence.
Most economic activities,particularly farming, which is the mainstay of the people in
these areas, are now all but impossible.

great examples by past administrations and
statesmen which should guide it.
After our bitter civil war, July 1967-Jan 1970,
the then Head of the Federal Military Government, General Yakubu Gowon, declared
a no victor, no vanquished reconciliation
and reintegration policy. Its implementation
may not have been perfect but it produced
a guiding vision which served as a template
for the reintegration of the Nation.
such purpose. IPOB and its leader may well be
responsible for some of the violence, including
the murder of security personnel, arson and
destruction of public and private properties
for which they should be held to account. We
must however be honest enough to identify the
cause of the current growing restiveness in the
South East. By all means Government needs
to deploy nonviolent means in addressing the
problem. It is self-evident that Justice, fairness
and equity are the best means of building a
united and virile nation, particularly one as diverse and fragile as Nigeria.
It is my long held that this Country’s is more
beneficial to all the federating units, if only
because it provides a security umbrella to all
its units. None of them will fare better in a
balkanized Nigeria due to their similar diversities. The recognition of Nigeria as the giant of Africa is not on account of its huge oil
wealth but its size,diversity as well as other
potentials. These not withstanding, the Nation
can only remain united and prosperous when
all its citizens and the component parts feel
a true sense of belonging. Without it, the nation’s unity will be in serious jeopardy similar
to what Nigeria is currently experiencing.

Government’s earlier claim of having technically defeated the BH insurgency in the
NE has turned out to be empty propaganda. Contrary to this claim,the enemy has
morphed into a more determined and deadly force, threatening to overrun the whole
Truth be told, the Buhari administration has
of the NE.
so far exhibited poor skills in its manageFor the average Northerner living in these ment of our diversity. Yet it has the benefit of
zones, who is barely aware of the activities
of separatists, banditry,kidnappings and insurgency are of greater threat and concern
to him.The arrest of Nnamdi Kanu is of no
serious consequence, since it does nothing
to ameliorate his harsh and brutal condiTruth be told, the Buhari
tion.
In recognizing or reasserting the right of
every citizen or groups to express their
desire for self determination, one does not
support or condone the use of violence for

administration has so far
exhibited poor skills in its
management of our diversity.

In 1978, eight years after the civil war, the
NPN Presidential candidate, Alhaji Shehu
Shagari, a former Commissioner of Finance the Gowon Government, picked his
running mate, Dr Alex Ekweme from the
SE. They won the 1979 Presidential election and enjoyed an enviable brotherly relationship as President and Vice President.
They won a second term in 1983. President
Shagari’s Government pardoned the former
Biafra secessionist leader, Chief Odumegwu Ojukwu, which permitted him to return
from exile in 1982. He went on to contest a
senatorial seat under the NPN.
These are in sharp contrast to the declaration of President Buhari after his election
in 2015 in which he promised not to treat,
on equal terms, those who gave him only
5% of their votes with those who gave him
over 97% of theirs. This may account for his
Government’s refusal to appoint an Ibo as
Head of any of the Security services. A review of this ill-advised policy will go a long
way to neutralise the growing influence of
IPOB among Ndigbo, both at home and in
diaspora.
The FGN must go beyond the arrest of
Kanu and pay greater attention to the more
serious security challenges threatening to
cripple the country completely. The apparent failure of our security forces to
deal decisively,as the President so often
commands them to do,with these security
threats is obviously due to the acute shortage of manpower and equipment. These deficiencies have resulted in the thin spread
of our forces and lack of timely rotation in
areas of conflict. Government must massively increase security manpower and
equipment. As we have seen, mere change
of Service chiefs would appear far from being the solution.
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